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Newsletter of the Fiends of Tanzania / Marafiki wa Tanzania

FOUNDED 1991

We are celebrating FOT's

25" Anniversary in September.
Join us!

riends of Tanzania has much to celebrate after 25 years. Lasting friendships

have been established, projects in Tanzania have been supported with fund-

ing and advice, and goals of Peace Corps and the non-prot community are

strengthened with FOT support. There are many reasons to celebrate our'25
Anniversary this September. Please come and be part of our events.

Itis amazing that a small group of dedicated members in 1991 has turned into a rmem
bership base of almost 400 around the USA. Former PCVs, NGO workers, visitors, mem-
bers of the business community and the Tanzanian Embassy have joined in with the only
criteria being one’s love of Tanzania. Our Board is a diverse group of Tanzanians, Ameri-
cans, non-Americans, younger and ‘older’ contributors, each adding their experiences
and strengths to our work:

We started in 1991 and
raised money to support our
rst project, an HIV/AIDS | [«
women’s project. Since then
we have funded 282 proj-
ects with your contributions | [ses
and an additional 38 Mem-
ber-sponsored projects for a
total of 320. You have given| |swmm
$613,326 to projects and that
now means about $50,000
per year. And in the 1990s
it averaged $10,000 a year
You have been right there
with us and that has allowed us to grow and be increasingly supportive of Tanzania. All
regions except one have received funding.

So we want to celebrate!Come to Washington, DC, over the weekend of 23-25
September. Reunion groups will gather on Thursday. There will be a reception dinner
on Friday night. We will have an educational event about Tanzania’s future on Saturday
morning with another event about FOT’s future following that discussion. Other events
are being planned by the Peace Corps and RPCV Washington DC group. We have a hotel
in Arlington where many of you are already reg
istered for our special rate. Please go to our Wel
site www.FOTanzania.org/events and click on the
hotel information page for further information.
The registration form will be coming out in early
May. For any questions, contact Candy Warner ¢ |
PC50@FQOTanzania.org See you in September! §

We kicked off our 2% Anniversary at our February
Winter Party. (Photos: page 5)

Cumulative Total of all FOT Grants to Tanzania

£704 000

300,000

£1040 DO
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Greetings!

s a Friends of Tanzania volunteer for various tasksher ndings. We are thankful to have Maggy in this new role
before joining the board in 2015, | had ve years to putting feet on the ground in Tanzania for FOT.
observe the great dedication of FOT board mem- The strong core of volunteers mentioned above is work-
\L.bers and its many other volunteers. FOT surely hasing hard on a new focus, and this time it is for the celebration of
great givers of time and talent who continue to demonstrateFriends of Tanzania on its 28 year as an organization. Planning
their love for the people of Tanzania. From those who vet proj- is well underway for past and current FOT members to see and
ect proposals to those who do the necessary nancial formsto catch up with one another this fall. We look forward to cel-
archival recordings, organizing of outreach events....... , theebrating the accomplishments of FOT over the past 25 years
number of hours that FOT volunteers put in is many! This is as well as using the gathering to help the organization better
my second year on the board and rst as president. | will do myits vision as to what the years ahead should be! So please give
best to follow in this way of dedication and service to FOT. thought to joining us Sept. 23-25 for this happy occasion.
We kicked off 2016 with the annual potluck on February I'd like to extend my personal thank you not only to our
6". The photos in this newsletter offer a glimpse of the sharing volunteers, but also to those of you who keep up your member-
of food and conversation those in attendance enjoyed. At theship and support the projects in Tanzania so generously. Please
event | announced that FOT is excited to have Maggy Msangi, take time to look through the projects your dollars have helped
recent board member, in a new role as FOT'’s Board Represenever the recent months and years in this issue.
tative in Tanzania. Maggy has started and will continue to visit
projects funded by FOT. She will report back to the board on My bestSusan Green, President

Welcome to our New Board Members:

Friends of Tanzania / The board of Directors of FOT are pleased to welcome Susan Fennell, Liz Loughran
o - Bruce Pelz, Laurie Walcott, Maureen Ndoto, and Lynn Kneedler as new Directors to
Marafiki wa Tanzania your organization. While Susan, Liz, Bruce, and Laurie are all new to FOT (see FOT
Mbegu Za Ura ki / Seeds of Friendship website for their complete bios), Maureen was our website coordinator last year. Lynn

the newsletter of Friends of Tanzania,

. ’ ‘ has served on the board before and is a regular active volunteer for FOT. Craig Hafner| a
is published twice a year.

past board member and one of four original founders of FOT, is stepping in to complete

FOT Board of Directors the term of Patricia Kelley.
Sue Green President . . .

» s 2= |Liz Loughran, Vice President SEATED left to right: Maureen Ndoto, Bruce Pelz, Maggie Msangi, Sue Green,
Susan Fennell, Treasurer Susan Rabideau, Tom Katus

Dennis Warner,Secretary

John Hatch,Immediate Past-Presider STANDING left to right: Dennis Warner, Craig Hafner, John Hatch,
Susan RabineauProjects

Comritos Oral Robert Rwebangira, Heather Teixeira, Susan Fennell

Robert RwebangiraOutreach MISSING from photo: Lynn Kneedler, Liz Loughran, Laurie Walcott
Committee Chair
Tom Katus, Governance
Committee Chair

Maureen Ndoto

Bruce Pelz
Craig Hafner
Lynn Kneedler
Heather Teixeira
Laurie Walcott

Note: All Board members serve on a
least two Committees.

The following are not Directors but play
important management roles in FOT:

Maggy Msangi,Board Representativg
in Tanzania

Candy Warner,Archives Coordinator
and 25th Anniversary Coordinato

Jennifer Kron,Membership Coordinatp

Carol Word,Email Coordinator

Karen SchaeferProjects Coordinator

Heidi Hawkins Blake, Membership
Committee Chair

@ | John Ratigan,Treasurer’s Assistant

Ellen O’Hanlan, Web LINKS

2 Coordinator
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Please address correspondence to:

Friends of Tanzania / P.O. Box 9123

Arlington, VA 22219-1123
info@FOTanzania.org|
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Friends of Tanzania Projects Funded through General Funds

byKaren Schaefer,

FRIENDS OF TANZANIA

N $4,100--solar power--Kigoma.
The Inua Jamii Group will purchase and install a solar

Projects Committee Coordinator
Projects Funded from September 2015 through March 2016

power system at the Rokuma Village Dispensary. Up to nov =
the dispensary has been limited to kerosene lamps for light = =

ing and has lacked adequate refrigeration for vaccines. Thi

project will bene t approximately 2,700 people who visit |

the dispensary each year.

Solar—powered light in Rokuma Village Dispensary

N $2,325--school renovation--Dar es Salaam.
The Precious Blood Trust Fund  will use the FOT funds
to repair cracked classroom walls and to construct a roof
for two partially built latrine blocks at Rosehill Second-
ary School. Rosehill Secondary School provides vocational
training in a variety of trades to young people whose par-
ents have died of HIV/AIDS.

N $3,900--fencing--Kagera.
The St. Mariagoreth Organization  will use the FOT
funds to construct a security fence around their school com-
pound which is on a main road across from a busy local mar-
ket. The fence will protect the students and the property.
The St Mariagoreth Organization is run by the St. Therese
Sisters who provide home care for people suffering from
HIV/AIDS and maintain a school and vocational training
center for orphans and school leavers.

N $2,847--poultry--Tabora .
The Fair Education and Information Center plans to
use the proceeds from this poultry project to assist young
women who are students at their tailoring training center.
The pro ts from the sale of the eggs from the poultry proj-
ect will enable the organization to help the graduates of the
program obtain sewing machines and other supplies so that
they can start up and run their own tailoring businesses.

Transporting equipment across the Rokuma River

N $5,000--metal fabrication training--Dar es Salaam
The Ra ki International Friendship League will purchase
equipment for their metal fabrication training center in Dar
es Salaam. The center trains unemployed youth in metal
working skills in order to provide them the means to earn a
living. FOT funds will cover the cost of a heavy duty drill-
ing machine, a sheet metal bending machine, a welding
machine/generator as well as a large metal container where
the equipment can be stored and securely locked.

N $2,025--windows and doors Manyara Region.
FOT funds will be used to purchase windows and doors to
complete the construction of a partially built science class-
room at Kijungu Secondary School. The community has
provided stone and cement and will donate labor to com-
plete the construction. Once the classroom is nished, the
District Education Of ce will supply equipment for the
science lab. FOT was initially contacted by a Peace Corps
volunteer at the school about this project.

N $3,296--windmill renovation--Singida  Region.
Empower Society, Transform Lives in collaboration with
Sustainable Environmental Management will use the FOT
funds to repair an existing windmill in Unyianga Village.
The local village water committee will supervise and main-
tain the windmill, which will provide the villagers with a
consistent ow of water for crop irrigation and household
use. Approximately 3,600 people in and around Unyianga
Village will bene t from the project.

Friends of Tanzania Member-Designated Projects in 2015

N $445--ltiso Ward Scholarship Fund--Dodoma Region.
An FOT member has initiated this annual scholarship fund
for a deserving A-level student in Itiso Ward, Dodoma Re-
gion. The Youth Empowerment and Support Organization
will select the eligible student and act as scal sponsor for
the project, receiving and disbursing the funds to the stu-
dent recipient. One student per year will be the bene ciary
of this project.

N $5,000--Girls Scholarship Program at Lutengano
Secondary School in Tukuyu--Mbeya Region.
In its eighth year and based on very positive reports from
the school and the student recipients, an FOT member
continues to provide scholarships for girls in need who have
achieved good grades and participated in citizenship at
tivities. Approximately 100 girls have received scholarship
over the ten-year course of this project.

N $1,800--Solar Lanterns--Kilimanjaro Region
The Komboa Vulnerable Groups Association runs a cente
that provides education and counseling to vulnerable chil
dren in the Moshi area. An FOT member has collaboratec
with the Komboa organization to provide 200 solar lantern
which will be used in a local school, a health dispensary, ar
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individual homes. Two hundred community members will
bene t from this project.

N $20,000--Girls Scholarships at Geita Secondary School
in Geita-Mwanza Region. An FOT member continued
this 12th year of funding for 25-30 girls who would other-
wise be unable to continue their secondary and university
schooling. The program is managed by Geita area teachers
and principals and receives annual satisfactory reports. This
year, in addition to supporting secondary school students,
the scholarships will assist ve Geita graduates as they con-
tinue their education at the university level. Approximately
300 girls have received scholarships during the twelve-year
course of this project.

Family with solar
lanterns provided
through member
sponsored Solar
Lantern project.



WItE Many TEanEs to FOT

Notes and Comments from Recently Funded Grant Recipients
Compiled bgaren Schaefer, Projects Committee Coordinator

Lutengano Girls Scholarships:

Saphina Mwakyaambiki, Lutengano Girls Scholarship Ndinagwe Kenani. Lutangano Girls Scholarship Recipient
Recipient says: writes:

I would like to inform you that now | completed school ordinaryam very happy to inform you that | have passed my form two
level . . .. | thank you for your contribution to school fees whiokxaminations very well. | am now in form three. This is because
helped me to continue with my studies. . . . Also | would like tofelbur assistance . . . .My plan is to become a doctor after nishing
you something that after completing my studies | would like todsh@ol.

lawyer in order to ght for women rights.

Student Integration in Community
Development Organization

Milling Machine Project:

Mr. Mwanja Singu writes:

For the past few months since we received these
| have started to experience changes in my busir
well as my life at large. | received some money a S
from the group that helped me to expand my bus £
and this in turn helps me to pay send my children
school as well as buying food for my family”

Ms Zuwena Omary,

caregiver for 4 vulnerable children says: Aneth Alexander, student at Uhamaka Primary School

| can now mention some of the bene ts | have got from this projess:

the rstloan | received from the group help me to a pulling carthanks SICD for telling my caregiver to join this group, now as |
which I am using to supply water and the money generated | nave been provided with these school uniforms and exercise books. |
been using to buy other pulling carts and up to now | have 7 geitingse the group that | will study hard for me to encourage the grou
carts already. From every pulling cart | receive 3,000/= Tsh pep @ayitinue helping me until | nish my studies as my caregiver canno
and | can get up to 545,000/= Tsh per month from this busineg$férd my school needs.”

Virtual Harambee: An example of Crowdfunding a Memer-Sponsored Project

by Allison Eriksen, 2015 Vice President, FOT

hen | returned from the Peace Corps, | knew | wanted to do something to continue giving back to the community who so

generously hosted me for those two years. This year | was nally able to make that happen. | sponsored the Itiso Scholar-
ship Program which supports students from Itiso Ward in Dodoma who need nancial assistance to pursue A-Level (Form V-VI)
education. The last pieces of setting up the project came together very quickly — and coincided with the rst student’s deadline
for paying school fees. | didn't have the cash on hand to fund the whole project, so I turned to crowdfunding. Crowdfunding is a
practice of raising funds online, usually through small, individual donations towards a common goal. Due to the time constraints
for my project, | opted for the fastest method — directing the funds to FOT.

| reached out to my friends, family, and the online communities where | am active, using both email and Facebook. | ex-
plained the reasons for the scholarship fund and why donations were needed. | asked people to donate through FOT’s Network
for Good website and gave instructions on how to designate their donation to the Itiso Scholarship Fund. | even went to the do-
nation page and typed the correct designation into the box provided. | took a screenshot, to show people exactly where and how
to designate their donation for my project. Within the week, the scholarship fund was not only fully funded, but we had even
raised extra funds which will help support next year’s students! Since | went through FOT'’s donation page, all donations were
tax-deductible.

In addition to the “thank you” letters donors received from Friends of Tanzania, | also made cards with photos of the village
to thank them personally for their support of my project and share the news that we had met the goal and the rst student had
started school. | felt that crowdfunding for a small project like mine was very successful and | plan to do it again next year, in ad-
dition to some more traditional fundraising events. You don't need to be able to fully fund a project on your own in order to have
a member sponsored project!

Please reach out to me at info@FOTanzania.org if you have questions about Crowdfunding. I'd be happy to help you get
started.

lWlIIing machine in
operation Handing over the milling machine to group members

4 mbegu za urafik.
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Presidential Election 2015

by Mugizi Robert Rwebangira,

n October 25, 2015, John Pombe
O Magufuli of the ruling party

defeated opposition candidate
Edward Lowassa in one of the most
highly contested general elections in
Tanzania’s history. The elections were
not without their problems. The inter-
national community expressed concern
over the cancellation of Zanzibar’s initial
results as well as the government’s treat-
ment of critics and journalists. However,
all agreed that Magufuli won a clear vic-
tory for the presidency. In his early days
in of ce, Magufuli has quickly won over
many Tanzanians with what Wikipedia
describes as “unusual zeal for auster-
ity and impatience with corruption and
waste.”

FOT Board Member

As one of his rst moves he can-
celled the annual Independence Day
celebrations and directed that the mon-
ey saved should be sent to Muhimbili
Hospital to buy needed equipment. He
also banned all foreign travel for gov-
ernment of cials and prohibited the
purchase of business and rst class tick-
ets for all government employees with
the exception of the president, the vice
president and the prime minister. In ad-
dition he directed that all meetings and
workshops which normally take place at
expensive hotels should now be held in
government buildings to reduce costs.

These policies and many others,
such as suspending and investigating

several senior government of cials ac-
cused of corruption, have generated
tremendous goodwill for Magufuli from
the Tanzanian public. Even neighbor-
ing countries and some sections of the
international media have taken notice
of some of these unusual polices, partic-
ularly the cancellation of the normally
lavish Independence Day celebrations.
For a time #whatwouldmagufulido was
a popular trending hashtag in neighbor-
ing Kenya.

This political climate has given
Magufuli a great deal of political mo-
mentum, but many caution that deeper
structural reforms are needed to address
Tanzania’s long term economic and so-
cietal challenges. It remains to be seen
whether Magufuli will be able to make
good use of the popular support he has
thus far elicited.

FOT 2015
Annual Financial Report

31 December 2015
Opening Balance from 2014: $52,011

INCOME
FOT Dues: $4415
Donations above Dues
* Member-Sponsored Project: $35,086
¢ Donations: $29,047
Calendar Sales: $2310
Other: Sales, Interest: $191
TOTAL INCOME : $71,049

EXPENSES
10 Regular Projects: $32,312
4 Member-Sponsored Projects (MSP): $26,38
Wire Transfer Fees: $690
Calendar Costs: $473
Newsletter/Website: $2327
Governance/Archives: $458
Qutreach/Social: $645
Other: Committee, Admin.: $2239
TOTAL EXPENSES : $65,525

OBLIGATED
- MSP Obligated for 2016: $8705
- RPCVs of Wisconsin (Calendars): $1250

BALANCE FOR 2016: $47,646

DUES REMINDER

From the Membership Committee

FRIENDS OF TANZANIA relies on your dues and donations to
continue to help support development projects in Tanzania including the
most recent projects described on pages 3 of this newsletter.

If the number next to your name on the mailing label of this Newsletter
is not 16 (for 2016) please renew your membership right away by comple
ing the form on page 7 and sending it to us with your dues and, we hope
a contribution to help support projects. You can also pay your dues an
make a donation on our website. Your rst year is free if you have recently
returned from volunteering in Tanzania.

At mid-summer 2015 we had around 390 active members and we woul
like to increase that number.

Donations can be made:
1. Via mail by using the Membership Form on page 7.
2. Via Paypal or Network for Good on our website: www.FOTanzania.org

3. Via stock donation to our brokerage bank account. Contact FOT'S
Treasurer, atinfo@FOTanzania.org.

Your support is very appreciated.
Asanteni sana!

o -

mbegu za urafik.@



For family, friends, colleagues, holiday and thank you gifts.

The International Calendars from Madison, Wisconsin RPCVs
feature 12 countries with wonderful vibrant photos, facts of the
countries and clebrations around the world. The calendars are
sold by FOT in support of our efforts. The FOT price is $15 each

(including mailing). To order use the Membership Form below.

Order ve, keep one for yourself and give four away and make ¢
yourself, friends and Tanzanians very happy. Thank you! N

What a GREAT cover the 2016 calendar had!
Order now to see what the 2017 calendar cover will be!

e i
A CHANGE FOR NPCA

The NPCA announced a change to its membership policy: membership in the NPCA will be
complimentary for everyone in the Peace Corps community - anyone who shares Peace Corps
ideals - so long as the NPCA has accurate service and contact information for you.

While as of January 1, 2016, dues required for NPCA membership are eliminated, the
NPCA will continue to remit to FOT any dues received for FOT from individuals also making a
donation to NPCA.

Alternatively FOT welcomes you to submit your dues directly to us.

As NPCA's work bene ts FOT as an organization, FOT will continue to make an annual
donation to NPCA on behalf of its membership

2016 FOT Membership ~ New/Renewal Membership Form

| Please print and return this with your check to: |
Friends of Tanzania, P.O. Box 9123, Arlington VA 22219-1123

1 check one:  Onew member Orenewing member |

l Name: Date: l
Name in Tanzania (if different): '

l OCheck if address and phone #s are UNCHANGED from last year and skip to Service and Experience

J Address: 1
City: State: ~ Zip Code

I Telephone # (primary) (secondary) I

l Email: l
Service/experience in Tanzania:

1 Peace Corps _ Teachersfor East Africa__ Visitor ___ Other: J

J Type of Work while there Place of work: When: |

Complete as appropriateOT Dues ($15.00 per person; $30.00 per couple; $5.00 student)

I Contribution for Development Projects I

| Order# __ Peace Corps 2017 Calendars at $15.00 each I_

| TOTAL |

I FOT helps support projects with contributions from our members. Please be generous as every dollar of your contribution goes to projec! in
Tanzania. (All FOT administrative expenses are covered by membership dues.) FOT is a 501 (c¢) (3) charitable organization and all contriu-
Itions, including FOT dues, are tax deductible.
FOT’s membership year runs from January 1st to December 31Ske our privacy policy at www.FOTanzania.org.
| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | ‘
seeds of friendship 7



FRIENDS OF TANZANIA

25th Anniverga

Celebratio

Join us! Sagetails inside this newsletter.
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Friends of Tanzania /
Marafiki wa Tanzania

P.O. Box 9123, Arlington, VA 22219-1123, USA
www.FOTanzania.org
info@FOTanzania.org

See this newsletter in color on our website, www.FOTanzania.org



