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PEACE CORPS CONNECT CONFERENCE DENVER, Aug 5-6, 2017
By Laurie Walcott, FOT Vice President
Photos by Oliva Kavishe, FOT Board Member

I am neither a Returned Peace Corps
Volunteer (RPCV) nor a person who has
served in Tanzania in another capaci-
ty. I nonetheless got a great deal from
attending the Peace Corps Connect
Conference in Denver. 1 think anyone
with an interest in Africa would find this
conference meaningful. It’s two days of
making new friends, considering how de-
velopment is currently being done, finding
answers to questions you didn’t know you
had, and recognizing what lessons from
other regions might apply to East Africa.

The Peace Corps Connect Conference
was a doubly interesting experience for me
wearing two hats: one, as Vice president
of FOT, and the other, as the mother of a
current PCV serving in Mozambique. The
Conference was organized by Colorado
RPCVs collaborating with the DC office.
The first morning was a plenary session
with high-profile presenters, including
some RPCVs who have achieved amaz-
ing careers, such as Vicki Huddleston
who served as US Ambassador to both

Mali and Madagascar. Glenn Blumbhorst, Pres-
ident and CEO of the National Peace Corps
Association, introduced Sheila Crowley, the
Acting Director of the Peace Corps. Crowley
discussed the budget cuts in Washington and
her concerted efforts to make sure these cuts
were not felt in the field. She is impressive.

The plenary session also introduced the
finalists for the “Partnering for Prosperity”
competition, a social entrepreneurship start-
up effort hosted by the RPCVs of Colorado
(RPCVCO). The ventures showcased by the
finalists exemplified partnership and collabora-
tion to impact the world around us.

One organization, for example, recruited
youth in the Bronx to do volunteer work with
wildlife. Another leveraged crowdfunding to
groups in rural sub-Saharan Africa. Yet another
identified and mentored marginalized entre-
preneurs in the developing world. Conference
attendees were to vote to award prize money
to the most promising concept. Regrettably,
the winner remains unknown to me as of press
time. All the contestants were nonetheless
inspiring.

Continued on pg.2
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RPCVs “connecting” per the message of the conference.
L-R: Mike Saba (Malaysia); the author; Bob Milhous (Tanganyika I);
Marilyn Milhous; Tom Katus (Tanganyika 1); two young RPCYV teachers;
and two Tanzania “interested” persons




Not unexpectedly, most
of the conference involved a
series of breakout sessions and
workshops addressing the RPCV
community's role in impacting
key U.N. Sustainable Develop-
ment goals. Among them: ¢ how
to start fundraising groups in the
US directed toward programs
abroad to prevent postpartum
fistula among women, a condition
prevalent in much of the devel-
oping world most often caused
by inadequate medical care in
labor or complications of labor.
* how Rotary Club International
and RPCVs, with their vision
and passion, can combine their
efforts toward projects that assist

to transition from Peace Corps Volunteer to
“educator.” « how to remain apprised of the
latest on US Immigration policy to better
support refugees at home and abroad. * how
to enhance Peace Corps story telling. * how
to instill Peace Corps values into politics to
bridge cultures and brainstorm for construc-
tive and collaborative solutions to pressing
issues in local and national life. « how to
involve RPCVs in short-term, high-impact-
response situations, such as hurricanes or
earthquakes.

At one of these sessions, I met the RPCV
from Wisconsin in charge of the annual Peace
Corps Calendar, which FOT sells as one of
our fundraisers (see p. 8). I passed along to
my still-in-service Peace Corps daughter, his
request for possible calendar photos.

There were also opportunities to meet
Tanzania RPCVs from various regions and

varying disciplines. On Saturday evening, fifteen
people involved with and/or interested in FOT, had
a dinner at a nearby restaurant and considerable
networking transpired.

Finally, in my role as FOT VP, I “womaned”
the FOT exhibitor's table on Sunday afternoon
where we met more people interested in FOT. The
exhibits, initially set up outside, were moved inside
due to concerns about rain. The exhibit room was
well packed with tables of "Friends of . . ." groups
representing many countries, as well as graduate
schools, and others. I found myself wishing I had
time to circulate as the exhibits looked fascinating.

Peace Corps Connect is the annual conference
of the National Peace Corps Association, repre-
senting the nearly 220,000 RPCVs in the US. PC
Connect strives to keep alive the Peace Corps spirit
among those who served, to connect them with each
other and with entities helpful to them in continuing
the work of peace at home and abroad, and to rekin-

grass-roots development. « how
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dle in them the pride at being a Return Peace Corps
Volunteer. Peace Corps Connect, 2018, will be at a
resort in Shawnee-on-Delaware, PA. from Aug. 24-
26. 1 am glad I went.
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IF YOU WERE A TEACHER, THIS
BOOK MIGHT BE FOR YOU!!

We Were Walimu Once and Young: Snapshots of Teaching
in East Africa
By E. Brooks Goddard, Editor, and Former TEA/TEEA Member

g o W

In the early 1960s, 575 US and 200 UK teachers went
to East Africa. These “walimu”, Swahili for teacher,
signed up for two or three years. Many stayed longer.
They came to teach secondary students and train new
teachers. They endured culture shock, undertook voyag-
es of discovery, and forged friendships to last a lifetime.
They witnessed the lowering of colonial flags and the sun
rising over newly independent states of Kenya, Tanzania,
and Uganda.

M e Were Walimu Once M
= and Young .

Snapshots of Teaching in East Africa

Adventure and Discovery in Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda

We Were Walimu Once and Young collects personal
stories from the Teachers for East Africa (TEA) and
Teacher Education for East Africa (TEEA) experience.
Written 50 years later, or taken from letters sent home,
the stories describe student and village life, adventures
with flora and fauna and food, and journeys to explore
remote parts of East Africa.

Proceeds from this book will fund grants to secondary
schools in Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda. Synopsis of this book was taken verbatim with
permission from the Amazon.com website.

(https://www.amazon.com/Were-Walimu-Once-Young-Snapshots/dp/1939423856)

FOT Welcomes a New Board Member!

By Allison Eriksen, FOT Co-President
Oliva Kavishe, a graduate of Kent State University, is the latest addition to the FOT Board of
Directors. Oliva is currently pursuing graduate education in Washington, DC having recently
completed an internship at the Tanzanian Embassy in DC. She previously held an internship
at the Migration, Environment, and Climate Change Division of the International
Organization for Migration (IOM) in Geneva.



A Somber But Important Letter to Members
from Candy Warner, FOT Co-President (together with Allison Eriksen)

Dear Friends of FOT:

It is with much sadness (and an-
ger) that [ write this letter to you. While
there have been many good things for
FOT during the last few months, such as
our new Board member, sharing the Pres-
ident’s role with Allison, and our partic-
ipation at the Denver NPCA conference,
we have unfortunately had a traumatic
event as well. The women and children
of Jitegemee have had their FOT funds
stolen.

At our Board Retreat in February,
we instituted some changes to our project
selection process in response to your
suggestions and because several projects
had not been successfully completed in
previous years. But these controls have
not been enough. One change was to
consider only projects that were known
to us or to people we trusted. No group
could apply just from the internet. We
would request proposals or only receive
proposals from known groups. In 2016,
Jitegemee Women’s group in the Njombe
region received funding and then applied
for a second round of funding in 2017 for
a water tank for the school and village.
They were known to us. FOT Project
Committee members had visited the site,
spoken highly of the manager, and
understood how the project was to be

implemented. So this second project
request was approved for $5,000. The
funds were sent in May. But the commu-
nications with Jitegemee were hacked
and the funds were stolen. This is some-
thing we wish would never happen. But
it did.

After much exploration with the
bank and the process used by the commu-
nity based organization (CBO), there are
several potential explanations for what
happened. At this point, we know that
the funds were diverted to an unautho-
rized bank account for a woman in Dar
es Salaam. While the police in Njombe
and Dar es Salaam are involved, we have
no clear answers about the return of the
funds to the rightful group. This is now
unlikely, though we remain hopeful for
the women and children for whom the
project was intended.

In some respects, FOT has now
joined the many people and organizations
here and around the world affected by
hacking and criminal practices. We know
that the emails of the Project Manager
were hacked and that email protection
cannot be assured for small groups in
Tanzania. We also know that banking and
money transfer from the USA are
problematic. And, we know that by not

having our own office in Tanzania with
paid employees able to review projects,
there will continue to be serious prob-
lems.

FOT has now stopped inviting
any project proposals for the remainder
of the year and in February 2018 at our
Board Retreat, we will again make more
changes. A number of good recommen-
dations have come, such as those at the
September Board meeting and a long and
thoughtful paper on “the way forward”
prepared by Dennis Warner titled “Rec-
ommendations for a Modified Project
Development Process.” I also appreci-
ate the advice received from one of the
Reunion groups who assured us of their
understanding and made valuable sug-
gestions for the future. We value YOUR
input as well and know that we will have
to establish even more restrictions on
our process in order to safely guard your
donations to FOT. I am pleased to answer
any questions and to hear your
suggestions. Please contact me through
info@FOTanzania.org and I will call you.

Sincerely,

Candy Warner

To FOT’s Projects’ “Stars”:
Asanteni Sana for Your Years of Service

A BIG thank you to Karen Schaefer and Susan Rabideau, two very good friends of FOT. For ten years, Karen acted in many

capacities within the Projects Committee. While Chairperson, her biggest contribution was to bring order to the process and to data
collection. She is the first person to greet a potential Tanzanian Project Manager (the lucky ones and the many unlucky ones) and
then the last person when she provides the funding. In between those tasks these last four years, was Susan Rabideau. Susan, who is
our current Projects Committee Chairperson, is also the “archiver” of project funding. It is now a big long list of projects and Susan
handles it and generates related charts so ably. Many ASANTE SANAs to both these friends who have asked to step down from their

long-time responsibilities. We are looking for new members to the Projects Committee.

How about you?

Candy Warner, Co-President



Project News

Data by Karen Schaefer, Project Committee Coordinator and Susan Rabideau, Project Committee Chair
Report compiled by Newsletter Co-Editors, Allen Tamura & Susan Proctor

Project Funding Sources

In light of the recent fraud activity described in the President’s Letter to Members (see p. 3), the FOT Funding Policy,
including its mechanisms, procedures, and business plan, are in review. What has not changed is the manner in which FOT acquires
funds for projects. That structure facilitates the funding of projects in two ways:

1) Yearly Budgeted Grants are donations given to FOT by members or others who do not designate a specific project for
fund allocation, but rather allow their contributions to be awarded to projects that FOT deems worthy. This process involves
consideration of project proposals by the FOT Projects Committee and concurrence by the FOT Board of Directors. For 2017, in
addition to utilizing established criteria for approval, FOT gives preference to projects in the southern region of Tanzania which
address clean water, sanitation, and health. FOT is fortunate to have many generous members whose donations are the lifeblood of
the organization and make possible the fulfillment of our mission. Tunashukuru sana !

2) Member Sponsored Funds are donations in which the donor designates their contribution for use with their specific
project. Not uncommonly, these earmarked funds are directed to a project with which the donor has had in-country experience
(e.g., education, building) as well as in a geographic area with which the donor is familiar. Some members have donated to specific
projects for years. As is true with the Yearly Budgeted Grant donors, FOT is most grateful to these members for their significant
and often long-standing commitment to Tanzania and its people. They have extended the reach of FOT significantly. Asanteni sana!

PLEASE NOTE: The organization’s administrative and overhead costs are covered by member dues and sales of RPCV Calendar

(see p. 8) and not by donations as described above. Both project donations and dues are tax deductible.
00
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The data below, prepared by Projects
Committee Chair, Susan Rabideau, depict grant activity since 1991.

ALL FOT Grants, YEARLY BUDGETED + MEMBER SPONSORED, 1991-2017: 340 Prosects ToTALING $687,715.

AREA AMOUNT AREA AMOUNT

Education & Textbooks (includes scholarships) $245.814 Agriculture, Beekeeping, & Fishing $41,643
Water 84,465 Health, Sanitation, Housing, & Basic Needs 40,685

Equipment, bldg. supplies, tools, & electrification 81,214 Reforestation & Nurseries 31,905
School Renovation 71,512 Sewing 24,175

Animal Husbandry 44,402 Microfinance 21,900

YEARLY BUDGETED GRANTS, 1991-2017: 297 ProJECTS ToTALING $412,815.

AREA AMOUNT AREA AMOUNT

Equipment, bldg. supplies, tools, & electrification $75,250 Reforestation & Nurseries $31,905
Water 74,890 Health, Sanitation, Housing, & Basic Needs 30,985

School Renovation 55,005 Sewing 24,175

Animal Husbandry 44,402 Education & Textbooks 17,660

Agriculture, Beekeeping, & Fishing 41,643 Microfinance 16,900

MEMBER SPONSORED Funps, 1991-2017: 43 ProsecTs TOTALING $274,900.

AREA AMOUNT AREA AMOUNT
Education & Textbooks (includes scholarships) $228,154 Water $9575
School Renovation 16,507 Equipment, bldg. supls, tools & electrification 5964
Health, Sanitation, Housing, & Basic Needs 9,700 Microfinance 5000




Project News, con’t.
Recent Project Funding

ProsecTs FUNDED THROUGH YEARLY BUDGETED GRANTS: MAy 2017 — OcToBER 2017 TOTAL: $9350
RECIPIENT(S) AND PURPOSE OR MISSION LocaLE AMOUNT BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTION
* Amani Children’s Home, Singida. Established Singida $2850 1) Purchase & install a 5000 liter water storage tank
in 2016, Amani Singida is a newly-constructed for safe drinking water; 2) Install a simple backup
branch of the original Amani facility in Moshi. solar power system that will furnish a steady supply
Their mission is to provide a haven for homeless of electricity during the frequent municipal power
children. outages at the home.
* Haki za Wanawake na Watoto (Women & Musoma $5000 In conjunction with another organization, complete
Children’ Rights). The shortened term for this for all of construction of a rural health dispensary. FOT’s con-
group is Hawawamu and is an NGO dedicated the Mara tribution: construct a waiting room, medical store,
to protection of vulnerable women and children. district and a third-room addition to the health dispensary.
* Sunga Secondary School is a public, govern- Sunga $1500 Install a rain water harvesting system for reliable
ment school in the village of Sunga, Lushoto Village storage and water security to include tanks and
District, West Usambara Mountains, Lushoto piping in order to provide water for waste manage-
district, Tanga region. ment, hand washing, drinking, cooking, and mainte-
nance of school grounds.
ProsecTs FUNDED BY MEMBER SPONSORED CONTRIBUTIONS: May 2017 — OcToBER 2017 TOTAL: $663
RECIPIENT(S) AND PURPOSE OR MISSION LocALE AMOUNT BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTION
o Itiso Scholarship Fund is designated for a stu- Dodoma $663 The local Youth Empowerment and Support Organi-
dent residing in Itiso Ward, Dodoma region. This zation will select an eligible student and act as fiscal
is 3" year a member has contributed funds for an sponsor for the project, receiving and disbursing
“A” level student from this area. funds to the student recipient.

Projects Under Review

Projects are reviewed on an ongoing basis. It is FOT policy not to publish information about projects under review.
Project Thank You

The Itandula Secondary School Water Project in Iringa, a project reported in the spring 2017 issue of the Newsletter, is progressing nicely.
This project requested $5000 for a water tank and pump for a girls’ secondary school. The Iringa Village Committee, in coordination with
Peace Corps Volunteer, Kayla Kutter, made the request. The girls’ thank you is in the form of photos. We thank the Village Committee and

Kayla as well, for their efforts on behalf of these students.

A newly drilled, all-important well
(center left) accesses badly needed
water for the school.

On the right, a new water storage tank
(black) with its new water line, laid in a Uniformed Itandula Secondary School
trench (center) and running to the girls in an Iringa cornfield in front of their
school building. school’s new water storage tank. 5



A Tanganyika III Reunion

By Candy Warner, T III RPCV and FOT Co-President

Many thanks to Pat and Peter Gregoire for hosting the Tanzania III (1963-65) Peace Corps reunion in Auburn, New York on
September 12 -15th. There were nine of us with five spouses, and the memories flowed. Auburn was a perfect historical setting
with the Seward House Museum, and the Harriet Tubman National Historic Park, and the Women’s Rights National Historic Park
headquarters in nearby Seneca Falls, not to mention the wine and nature preserves. We spent a morning sailing the Erie Canal
system and enjoyed the food and Tiffany glass exhibits. It was a perfect reunion site and a gathering of wonderful
companions whom we could pick up with any time.

The TIII Reunion Group sailing the Erie Canal at Seneca Falls, NY.
Seated L: Pat & Peter Gregoire, Marolyn Hatch, Patricia Kelley, &
Dennis Warner. Standing: Tom Spear; Steve Manchester,
Candy Warner, John Hatch, Wayne McKim, & Sheila Spear;
Seated R: Ann McKim, Gloria Gonda, & Craig Hafner.

Dues and Donations Reminder

* Friends of Tanzania relies on your dues to cover our
overhead and minimal administrative costs. If the number to
the right of your name on your newsletter mailing label is 2017
or greater, you are paid up. If it is still 2016 or earlier, please
renew right away. You can renew your dues by using the
newsletter renewal form in this issue (p. 7), or, via Network for
Good or PayPal, on our website: www.FOTanzania.org.

Your first year is free if you have recently returned from
volunteering in Tanzania. Students are $5.00.

* Friends of Tanzania relies on your donations to continu-
support of our development projects in Tanzania. One hundred
percent of your donation goes to projects. Many projects are
under consideration and they all need your support. You may
make a donation by using the newsletter renewal form in this
issue (p. 7) or via Network for Good or PayPal, on our website:
www.FOTanzania.org

Donations may also be given via:

1. Stock donations to our brokerage account; or
2. IRA — RMD donations directly to Friends of Tanzania.

Please contact our Treasurer, Susan Fennell, at
info@FOTanzania.org to let her know of your interest.

John and Marolyn Hatch want Gloria Gonda to buy a 2018
international calendar (see p. 8).

From the Treasurer’s Desk

* At the end 0of 2016, Friends of Tanzania’s net assets totaled
$36,246. In the period January 1-September 30, 2017, combined
member dues and donations amounted to $43,017, and other
receipts (including from calendar sales) totaled $1,315, bringing
income thus far this year to $44,332.

* Donations are used directly to fund projects in Tanzania, and
may be made in memory of loved ones, in honor of work and
volunteer experiences in Tanzania, earmarked for special pur-
poses/projects sponsored by members, and/or through corporate
giving/matching programs. FOT has also been the beneficiary of
legacy gifts. Kindly contact info@FOTanzania.org if you have
any questions regarding donations.

* On expenditures , the largest outlays were for grants to
projects in Tanzania, totaling $19,963. Five projects were
funded from Yearly Budgeted Funds totaling $19,300 and $663
was disbursed to a Member Sponsored project (including
disbursements of earmarked funds carried over from 2016).

* Taking into account expenses related to outreach
(the Spring newsletter and FOT website), bank and wire transfer
fees, archives and bookkeeping, and 2017 calendar costs,
net assets, as of September 30, 2017, were $58,703.

Susan Fennell, Treasurer



News About Tanzania

Contributed by Wilson Kubwayo, FOT Board Member
MAKING SWAHILI THE OFFICIAL REGIONAL LANGUAGE

Can language unite a nation? The original idea of having Swabhili as a recognized official language of Tanzania came from the post-
independent leader Julius Kambrage Nyerere. Many feel it helped to grow Tanzania’s economy by improving communication throughout the
country, facilitating better education, and reducing reliance on tribal languages. Whereas, Tanzania is said to have more tribal languages than
Kenya and Uganda, it has managed to bring about effective nationwide communication and unify its citizenry through the official language,
Swahili, as well as English. Some tribal languages may have suffered in the interim, however. There is a view that every tribal language
deserves to grow and be spoken because it represents a distinct culture. In Tanzania, many smaller languages do remain vigorous, but
regrettably, some are endangered, and a few have gone extinct.

Nonetheless, Tanzania’s linguistic example has spread. Headquartered in Arusha, The East African Community (EAC), a regional
intergovernmental organization of five partner states, Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, and Uganda, last year voted to make Kiswahili the
official language of the East African Community. Is the decision of the East African Community to make Swabhili its official language the right
approach to improve economic growth and stability? I would argue, yes. Effective communication encourages unity, peace, and improves
development. The Tanzanian economy has benefited from a shared language and the government has done its best to use language to improve
communication and lead its own citizens. It is now encouraging its neighbors to seek similar unity and stability and strengthen the relationships
these countries share to improve the regional economy and trade. Tanzania will likely play a major role in this transition.

http://allafrica.com/stories/201608310181.html ;
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Languages of Tanzania ;
http://www.bbc.co.ulk/programmes/p03n39wl
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FOT 2017 New Membership,

Membership Renewal, and Project Donation Form
Please PRINT and return this form with your check or donor information to:
Friends of Tanzania, Box 9123, Arlington, VA 22219-1123

Demographic Information:

« NAME(S):

* NAME IN TANZANIA (if different): * Email(s):

Clcheck if address, phone, and experience are unchanged and skip to Dues/Donations section below.

* STREET ADDRESS OR PO BOX:

* CITY, STATE, ZIP, COUNTRY:

* TELEPHONE: (primary) (secondary )

Service/Experience in Tanzania:

GROUP: [J Peace Corps; [0 Teachers for East Africa (TEA); [0 Teacher Education for East Africa (TEEA);
O Visitor; O other (describe)
* TYPE OF WORK: * PLACE: * WHEN:

Dues/Donations - Complete As Appropriate:

- DUES: [ $15/person, O $30/couple, O $5/student, O Recently returned volunteers, free. $
e CONTRIBUTION/DONATION FOR DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS (see descriptions p. 4): $

* 2018 RPCV INTERNATIONAL CALENDAR (see p. 8): # @ $15 ea. = $

TOTAL: $

FOT projects are funded with member donations. Please be generous as every dollar of your contribution goes to projects in Tanzania.
FOT administrative expenses are covered by membership dues. FOT is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Contributions, including dues,
are tax deductible. FOT’s membership year runs from Jan. - Dec.  See our privacy policy at www.FOTanzania.org 7
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See the newsletter in color on our website:
www.FOTanzania.org
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For Family, Friends, Colleagues, RPCVs, and as Holiday ' =,
or Other Time Gifts!!

At the right is the beautiful cover of the 2018 International Cal-
endar, “international” meaning, photos come from countries all
over the world where PCV’s are serving. It is published by
RPCVs in Madison, WI. and the RPCVs of Wisconsin. The
calendar features vibrant photos from twelve countries together
with accompanying country facts for each country. The price for
each calendar is $15.00 and includes mailing. Multiple orders are
welcome. To order, use the form on p. 7 of this Newsletter.

Save the Date!!

FRIENDS OF TANZANIA ANNUAL POTLUCK!!

The FOT annual potluck has been set for 6:30 pm Saturday, February 3, 2018 at the Wisconsin Place Community and Recreation
Center in The Shops at Wisconsin Place, 5310 Western Ave., Chevy Chase, MD. The complex is a very short walk from the
Friendship Heights Metro Station on the Red Line. Parking is free along Friendship Blvd. on weekends, and $6.00 unlimited parking
is available at 4445 Willard Ave. (entrance around corner on Hills Plaza). There will be music (recorded!), and a liquor license will
be purchased. Put the date on your calendar now and bring everyone you can.

More information closer to the date.



