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SAVE THESE DATES
Keep reading this issue for more about our plans and check out our website:  

www.FOTanzania.org

20th Anniversary of FOT
50th Anniversary of Independence of Tanzania

50th Anniversary of the Peace Corps

You are Invited to Celebrate in 2011

Friends of Tanzania (FOT) Celebrates 20 years. Through 
these years, members have helped fund 243 projects in Tanzania with 
donations large and small of $324,510. Children learn better in new 

school buildings. Families have safe, clean year-round water for themselves, 
their crops and their livestock. Mothers can feed their children and send them 
to school with microfinance loans. Our sometimes small contributions have 

Peace Corps 50th Anniversary celebrations 
in Washington, D. C. Many of our FOT members are 
Returned Peace Corps Volunteers, so we have timed 

some of our FOT celebrations to coincide with those events 

Tanzania Celebrates 50 Years of Independence 
and FOT wants to be part of the “UHURU SHEREHE.” We are 
coordinating with Tanzanian groups and the Tanzanian Embassy as 

we plan a celebration.

affected hundreds of thousands of people in Tanzania in many ways.
	 We hope to celebrate the past 20 years with as many FOT members as possible in 2011, 
so please considering joining us at one or all of the following celebrations:

FOT’s Winter Party: in Washington DC on Saturday, February 26th, 2011. 
More details to follow!

FOT Annual Meeting and Party: in Arlington, VA on Friday, September 23rd, 2011. 
More details to follow!

starting with the National Folklife Festival on the Mall June 30th to July 11, 2011. During the 
Peace Corps Anniversary celebrations September 22-25, 2011, FOT will host a dinner on Fri-
day the 23rd when there is nothing officially planned for RPCVS. FOT has booked a hotel for 
Tanzania volunteers, FOT Members, friends and families and is encouraging reunion groups.

FALL

2 0 1 0

Newsletter of the Friends of Tanzania / Marafiki wa Tanzania

www.FOTanzania.org
info@FOTanzania.org

F O U N D E D  1 9 9 1

N E W S L E T T E R

Mbegu Za Urafiki
s  e  e  d  s   o  f   f  r  i  e  n  d  s  h  i  p

C E L E B R A T E 	 1

President’s Report	 2

Project News	 3

50th Anniversary Plans	 4-5

Financial Report	 4

New Board Member	 5

More Projects Funded	 6

Thanks to FOT Members	 6

Calendar Sale	 6

Passages	 7

Membership Information	 7

Ambassador Maajar	 8



m  b  e  g  u   z  a   u  r  a  f  i  k  i�

© Friends of Tanzania 2010

Board of Directors 
Patricia Kelley, President,
		  Chair: Outreach

Diane Busher-Russell, Vice President

Dick Geltman, Secretary,
		  Chair: Governance 

Dan Ehrenberg,, Treasurer

Mwamoyo Hamza

Craig Hafner

Lynn Heichel Kneedler

Jennifer Kron, Chair: Communications 

Malcolm Morris, Chair: Membership

Karen Schaefer, Chair: Projects

Candy Warner, Chair: Finance

Board Assistants

Cris Connerley, 
		  Membership Coordinator

John Ratigan, Treasurer’s Assistant

Newsletter Design and Production: 
	 Concept llc: Irene Petrlik

Please address correspondence to:
Friends of Tanzania
P.O. Box 9123
Arlington, VA 22219-1123

info@FOTanzania.org

President’s  Report

In June my husband, Craig Hafner, 
who serves on the FOT Projects 
Committee, and I were in Tanzania. 

We spent a few days in Dar es Salaam, 
where we met with Peace Corps Coun-
try Director, Andrea Wojnar-Diagne, 
and before that visited two FOT sup-
ported projects in Kigoma in western 
Tanzania.
	 In Kigoma, we visited the Women’s 
Promotion Centre’s (WPC) where we 
met Coordinator Mrs. Martha Mamba 
Ibrahim and Board Chair, Mrs. Amina 
Musa. WPC was started in 2002 to pro-
mote and protect women’s rights, and 
has 4 program areas:
1.	Human rights: with their focus on 

education and advocacy, WPC has 
trained local people to disseminate 
information on human rights, and 
report incidents of gender based vio-
lence (GBV). They have held several 
well-attended demonstrations for hu-
man rights, and through a local legal 
aid association have taken some GBV 
cases to court.

2.	Economic empowerment: Since 2004 
WPC has conducted vocational, en-
trepreneurial, English, and computer 
training. One of these projects is high-
lighted in Karen Schaeffer’s account 
“Making Soap by Hand” on page 6.

3.	Social/family assistance: WPC helps 
support a nursery school for orphans 
and vulnerable children and offers 
some support for handicapped wom-
en. 

4.	Sexual and Reproductive Rights: 
Since 2007, WPC has provided work-
shops on women’s rights, negotiating 
safe sex, and gender-based violence 
(GBV). Participants are encouraged 
to report incidents of GBV and follow 
up with WPC for legal aid. 

	 We were impressed by the breadth 
of WPC’s services, the staff we met, the 
soap makers themselves, and the qual-
ity of the soap. 
	 At the Tanzania Women Social Eco-
nomic Development and Human Rights 
Organization (TWSEDHRO) we met 
Project Director, Mrs. Bigtha Lazaro, 
and Board Chair, Mrs. Imakulada Fufu, 
and about 20 members/beneficiaries 
who are widowed, divorced, neglected 
and/or abused women. FOT funds help 
support a micro-finance project which 
gives small loans to five groups of 4 
women each. The groups buy in bulk 
and then resell: milled maize, charcoal, 
vegetables, fruits, palm oil, and street 
food. Every month the women make 
partial repayments and use the profits 

FOT President Patricia Kelley with TWSEDHRO board members, staff, and 
members.

for their children’s school fees, school 
uniforms and food for their families. 
We appreciated hearing the stories of 
the members and were particularly im-
pressed by the project staff’s excellent 
procedures and reports.
	 FOT does not plan or own the proj-
ects we support. Projects develop and 
start with a community of local people 
working together. If the community 
demonstrates how they can sustain their 
project, FOT will fund supplies, equip-
ment, or the services of technically 
skilled persons to help get the project 
started. The two projects above are 
examples of community development 
benefiting women and children in rural 
areas with few services to develop their 
independence. 
	 Your contributions to FOT make 
this possible. Thank you. 
	 Peace Corps Tanzania: In Dar es 
Salaam we met with Andrea Wojnar-Di-
agne, the Peace Corps Country Director. 
We were very pleased to hear how the 
work of Peace Corps continues to serve 
and be helpful to Tanzania and Tanzani-
ans, and satisfying to the volunteers and 
staff. We also heard about Peace Corps 
plans for celebrations in 2011 and told 
them about FOT’s. We hope you’ll all 
read the information on pages 4 and 5 
about what is being planned and that 
many of you will join the celebrations. 
KARIBUNI WATU WOTE! 

		  Patricia Kelley, President

Mbegu Za Urafiki / Seeds of Friendship, 
the newsletter of Friends of Tanzania, 
is published twice a year.
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n	 $500 to the Kahama Education Cen-
ter, Kahama, Shinyanga Region, a 
small community based organization 
(CBO) which needs funding to pur-
chase four sewing machines, tables, 
fabric and sewing notions for school 
leavers. They train 16 girls a day over 
a 6 month period. With sewing skills 
they are able to start their own pri-
vate businesses. On average a tailor 
is able to make 50,000 Tsh. per week, 
($38 dollars). The Kahama Education 
Centre, an established educational 
group, will contribute the room rent 
and the salary for the trainers.

n	 $2350 to Small Business/Soap-Mak-
ing Project, Kigoma Region, Ujiji. 
See story following.

n	 $3,000 to Busega Children’s and 
Development Services Assistance 
(BCDSA), Mwanza for dormitory 
roofing materials to house orphaned 
and vulnerable children. Currently 
BCDSA cares for 26 children. After 
BCDSA learned they had to vacate 
the house they had been renting, they 
received land from the government 
and began construction on a new 
home for the center at their own ex-
pense. An American volunteer work-
ing there supported this request. 

n	 $3,000 to Tanzania Women So-
cial Economic Development and 
Human Rights Organization 
(TWSEDHRO), Kigoma to con-

FOT Projects Funded from April 2010 through September 2010
tinue their micro loan project previ-
ously supported by FOT last year. 
TWSEDHRO has implemented a 
micro loan project for women in sev-
eral villages in the Kigoma region suc-
cessfully and more villages are asking 
for the benefits of their program. Pa-
tricia Kelley and Craig Hafner visited 
the project this past summer.

n	 $3,000 to Ebeneza Group, Shin-
yanga for a Poultry Project. The Eb-
eneza Centre for orphans and people 
suffering from HIV/AIDS expects to 
produce 300 trays of eggs monthly. 
90 trays will be used to feed orphans 
at the centre. The remaining 210 
trays will be sold. Ebeneza estimates 
the sale of the eggs will provide the 
centre 1,260,000 Tshs per month of 
which 50% (630,000.) will be used to 
maintain the project, 25% (315,000.) 
will cover administrative costs, and 
25% (315,000.) will be used to cover 
the expenses of caring for the or-
phans. The Ebeneza Group will con-
tribute labor and an additional $1000 
towards the poultry project. FOT 
member Barbara Mackey visited the 
project.

n	 $2,300 to Rukwa Environmental 
Conservation Society (RECOSO), 
Sumbawanga, Rukwa Region for 
materials and equipment for a tree 
nursery project. RECOSO will grow 
and sell trees at a low cost to individ-

uals, farmers, and public institutions. 
The organization will follow up with 
visits after the trees have been plant-
ed for more advice and training. The 
cost of these visits will be covered by 
the income from the sale of the tree 
seedlings. FOT member, David Tye, 
vetted this project and the program 
he works for, Trees for the Future, 
will provide young seeds, thus keep-
ing FOT costs down.

Current Giving Back Project:
n	 $2,600 to St. Brendan’s Lostete 

Dispensary, Karatu District, Aru-
sha Region to build latrines and a 
septic system. St. Brendan’s Kitete 
Parish maintains a dispensary to bring 
health services to the Maasai people 
in the region, the majority of whom 
are women and children. Because 
heavy rains destroyed the old dis-
pensary latrines, the new construc-
tion will provide buildings and a sep-
tic system which will not be affected 
by weather. Jim Connolly and Ernie 
Zaremba visited the dispensary and 
produced a video and together with 
Candy and Dennis Warner provided 
the entire support needed for this 
project.

A note from our President: Many, many thanks to Karen for her great work as Chair of the FOT 
Projects Committee these last 3 years. She will still be on the Committee and will help train a new 
chairperson in the processes she has established. Serving on the Projects Committee is one of the most 
rewarding experiences in our FOT work. Let us know if you would like to serve on this committee. We are 
looking for new members this year.

Patricia Kelley

FOT Projects Committee Report
by Karen Schaefer, Projects Committee Chairperson

Since our spring newsletter report, Friends of Tanzania has funded 6 new projects for a total of $14,150. In addition to these 6 
projects, which were funded through standard donations, four FOT members provided $2,600 through FOT’s Giving Back 
program to complete a latrine project at the Lostete Dispensary in Karatu Region 

	 Supporting sound grass roots projects in Tanzania is the heart and soul of Friends of Tanzania. The challenging job of the 
FOT projects committee is to sort through the inquiries and applications our organization receives and determine which of the 
many requests to recommend for funding. As my tenure as projects committee chairperson comes to a close, I look through the 
list of funded projects below with satisfaction and pride at the results of our endeavors. 
	 Our success requires a coordinated effort by the members of the projects committee and the FOT board. But above all, 
our work could not be accomplished without your generous support. I wish to express my gratitude to each of you who through 
your contributions to FOT, both in standard donations as well as Giving Back gifts, have made my years as Projects Committee 
Chairperson an uplifting and gratifying experience. 

Thank you all – Karen Schaefer, Chairperson

See MORE Project Reports, page 6
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Please Join Us to Celebrate in 2011 . . .

In the Fall of 2010 and the 
Spring of 2011. Through 
your reunion groups find out 

about events in Ann Arbor, MI; Bos-
ton, MA; Madison, WI; Atlanta, GA; 
and Los Angeles, CA. Check out: 
peacecorps.gov.

In Washington, D.C.,
June 30 - July 11, on the Mall, 
the American Folklife Festival will 
feature the Peace Corps. It may be 
hot, but its will be a wonderful time to 
reflect on the past, honor the present, 
and look forward to the future. Some 
FOT members will be participating. 
We hope you will join us. Let us know 
if you are coming so we can include 
you in FOT plans for the event.

In Washington, D.C., 
September 22 -25th: the Peace 
Corps 50th grand celebrations are in 
planning. We are looking forward to 
seeing you, facilitating your stay, help-
ing organize reunion group events, 
and planning our own FOT activities. 
Here is a taste of those plans. Check 
out FOTanzania.org during the year 
for more information.

Hotel: Arlington Court Suites
FOT has arranged a hotel block book-
ing, as cheaply as possible, at the Arling-
ton Court Suites, Arlington, Virginia. 
This hotel is 2 blocks from the metro 
and a 10 minutes ride to the Mall and 
Reagan Airport. Included is a hot, full 
breakfast. Bedrooms are large with 1 
King or 2 Queens and come with full 
kitchens and good seating areas. (Rol-
laways available.) Most important are 
meeting areas for reunion groups. From 
Thursday through Sunday evening, 
September 22-25, 2011, rooms are $129 
per day or $64.50 for 2 singles sharing. 
One, two and three bedroom suites are 
also available. This is a good deal! Take 
advantage NOW! Call (703) 524-4000 
and ask for the “Friends of Tanzania” 
group rate. For more information check 
out our website or contact: PC50@FO-
Tanzania.org. RESERVE your room 
NOW!

Reunion Group Contacts
We are searching for contacts for as 
many Tanzania RPCVs as possible. We 
have just started. Is your group missing 
a contact? Suggest names and we will 
contact them and be a resource for plan-
ning events for your group. Please con-
tact them at PC50@FOTanzania.org and 
also to let us know of other names.
Dates 	 Contact Name
1961 – 69 
	 T-1 & T-II	 Tom Katus
	 T-III	 Marolyn Hatch
	 T-IV	 Ernie Zaremba
	 T-V	 Tom Meier
	 T-VI  Syracuse	 Barbara Mackey	
	 T-VI  Lincoln	 Beverly Bertaina	
	 T-VII	 John Ratigan
Jan 65 – Apr 67	 Ellen O’Hanlon
	 T-IX	 Lynn Kneedler	
	 T-X	 Malcolm Morris
2003-2006	 Brian Chelcun
2006-08	 Valerie Kurka

From the Treasurer’s Desk
September 20, 2010
As reported in our last newsletter, we began 2010 with $21,166 in surplus funds 
carried over from 2009. Since January 1, 2010, we have received $19,738 in income 
from dues, donations and other income including calendars and miscellaneous sales 
at our Winter Party. During 2010, we authorized expenditures of $32,044, including 
$21,150 on 9 FOT Projects and $7,600 on 2 Giving-Back Projects approved to date. 
Other expenses amounted to $3,294 including the FOT website upgrade, the Spring 
newsletter, wire transfer fees, the Spring Samosas and Friendship Party and committee 
expenses. The balance remaining as of September 18, 2010 is $12,300.24.
	 Please do what you can to increase your donations to FOT this year.
			   Dan Ehrenberg, Treasurer

Expanded LINKS on 
our Website
Check out the new LINKS on our 
website. We are listing those orga-
nizations that we know. Please sug-
gest others to us.

New on our Website: 
FAQ
Many questions about FOT are 
answered on the new Frequently 
Asked Questions. Check it out.
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John Bush and Ernie Zaremba take 
part in the University of Michigan 
Peace Corps event October 10, 2010 
and found time to view their 1964 
group photo along with their 2006 Las 
Vegas reunion photo.

FOT Dinner
September 23, 2011
Friends of Tanzania will host a dinner 
for members, RPCV-s Tanzania, friends 
and families on Friday night at St. 
Charles Borromeo Church, Arlington, 
Virginia. It will be a grand celebration 
for all three events from Peace Corps 
to FOT to Tanzania. Come join us and 
meet your friends. Check our website 
for more details: FOTanzania.org

50th Anniversary Safari 
Arthur Young would like to hear from 
anyone interested in a safari in 2011 
to Tanzania to celebrate the 50th anni-
versaries of both the Peace Corps and 
Tanzanian Independence (UHURU). 
“My proposal of a 19 day trip, is now in 
the final planning stages. It would be-
gin in late November 2011 with a nine 
day safari to Tarangire, Ngorongoro, and 
Serengeti. We would then spend three 

Videos for the 50th
Ernie Zaremba is preparing video 
interviews of Tanzanians influenced 
by Peace Corps Volunteers. He has a 
great one of Jim Connolly and Anthony 
Joseph who worked together on road 
projects. They met each other this year 
after a 45 year absence and the contact 
was so rewarding. Check out You Tube, 
Ernie Zaremba, then “Brothers.” Ernie 
would like to interview at least 6 other 
RPCVs and Tanzanians for the 50th 
Celebrations. Contact Ernie at PC50@
FOTanzania.orgnights on Zanzibar, and end up in Dar 

es Salaam for three nights spanning 
the UHURU 50th anniversary date of 
December 9th, 2011. Arrangements are 
being made through Thomson Safaris, 
a Tanzanian tour company based in Wa-
tertown, MA. Their in country staff are 
all Tanzanians and they own and oper-
ate their own permanent tented camps. 
Although my wife and I lived and 
worked in Tanzania for four years in the 
1960’s, we never had a real safari experi-
ence until our 25th wedding anniversary 
in 1991. We tented on that occasion and 
had a great time, but now are looking for 
a bit more comfort. Of course, comfort 
comes with a price, so the 19 day trip 
would likely cost about $7500 each, in-
cluding airfare.” If interested, contact 
him at PC50@FOTanzania.org.

New Board Member
Craig Hafner is one of the found-
ing members of FOT and has served on 
the FOT board several times during 
the last 19 years. He was a PCV teacher 
in Tanganyika III, from 1963-1965 at 
Igogwe Upper Primary school near Tu-
kuyu. He also worked as a Peace Corps 
recruiter (1966), Peace Corps trainer 
(1966, 1968) and Peace Corps staff in 
Sierra Leone (1975-1978) and Peace 
Corps Washington (1978-1981). He has 
been returning to Tanzania a few times 
per year as a consultant since 2005 and 
has served on the FOT project’s com-
mittee for the past three years. We wel-
come him back to the Board.

FOT Searches for New Board Members
FOT is governed by volunteers who give their time and effort in many ways. Can you 
help us by volunteering your name (or another’s) to be considered for membership 
on our Board. Board Members serve for two year terms and start the year with an 
orientation meeting and then about 8 other meetings during the year. Several join 
our Board meetings via conference call from their homes around the US. We need 
your help as a Board member or in many of the little, at home, tasks that need to be 
done. Please contact one of our Board members or info@FOTanzania.org.

. . . the Peace Corps’ 50th Anniversary
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The informative and visually stunning 
2011 calendar produced by the RPCVs 
of Madison, Wisconsin is available. 
Price $15 including postage. All profits 
go to the support of FOT projects. 
The calendars make unique holiday 
gifts and would serve as a good “thank 
you” gift for someone. So order more 
than one and share the enjoyment! Use 
the Membership Form to order them. 
Asante Sana!

African Benedictine Hanga Abbey, 
Ruvuma Region, Songea received 
funding for a vocational education and 
plumbing tools project.
“Thank you very much for the Fund 
which you send to us. I received in our 
account Bank 980 US Dollars, thank 
you very much for your asistimen to our 
school. I am sorry for delay responding , 
this because of big problem of Electricity 
and Network.God bless all member of 
FOT.   Frt Buzza Kurwa”

Mixing 
the soap 
by hand 
and 
slicing 
soap.

The Women’s Promotion Centre (WPC) 
is an NGO located in the far western 
Kigoma region of Tanzania near the 
town of Ujiji, that of “Dr. Livingstone, 
I presume” fame. Their vision is to 
“see a community where equal relation 
between men and women flourishes; 
where dreams and potentials can flower 
equally; where women from their early 
childhood are considered as one of the 
most precious sources of wealth.” As 
one way to implement their vision, the 
Women Promotion Centre began a palm 
kernel oil extraction project to enhance 
Kigoma women’s ability to free them-
selves from poverty, and train women in 
business and entrepreneurial skills.  
 	 At first, the women simply sold the 
palm oil.  As the project grew, the women 
initiated a soap-making venture.  Now, 
in addition to selling the extracted oil, 
the women sell bars of soap they make.  
The palm kernel husks and chaff left 
over from the process of crushing the 

palm nuts are used to feed the pigs they 
keep, and the manure from the pigs used 
as fertilizer in their vegetable gardens, 
with any left over chaff marketed as 
feed for livestock.  But the amount of 
soap the women could manufacture 
was limited by the rudimentary soap 
making equipment at their disposal.  
The women were stirring the caustic 

mixture by hand — a time consuming 
and potentially hazardous undertaking.
	 The factory has a maintenance 
engineer and two other workers who 
help the women mix the soap, fill boxes, 
cut and pack each “stick”. Each woman’s 
expenses during the process include 20 
liters of oil, caustic soda, color and factory 
service costs, It is estimated that her net 
market profit for 40 “sticks” of soap per 
week is 7,800 Tsh or $5.20 which helps 
her pay off loans, thus making it possible 
for more woman to receive loans in the 
future.
 	 With funding from FOT ($2,350), 
the WPC will purchase a motorized 
soap-mixing tank and other equipment 
to improve the efficiency and capacity 
of their soap-making production. Pat 
Kelley and Craig Hafner visited the 
project this past summer and provide a 
further report on page 2.

Project Report: Making Soap by Hand

Tanzania Women Social Economic 
Development and Human Rights 
Organization in Kigoma received 
funding for a Micro financing project.
“Give more thanks to the FOT funding 
committee, also we thank you too for 
your love for us. God bless you. we will 
be faithfully for the fund we receive 
from FOT.   Bigha Lazaro (Mrs.)”

Kisa Parish, Rungwe, Mbeya received 
funding to complete a kindergarten.
“I humbly acknowledge the receipt of 
your funds. On behalf of the community 
of Kisa, I express sincere and deep 
gratitude for the concern and your 
consideration. We are sure that with 
this amount of donation we will be in 
the position to implement our activities 
and to realize our project. Wishing you 
all the best in helping those who are 
indeed like us. We remain with kind 
regard.   Fr Christian Mhagama”

Kisa Parish School

ABOVE,
the Volunteers are 
sifting the sand 
ready for mixing 
with cement in the 
course of plastering 
the outside wall 
of the Mpuguso 
Kindergarten at 
Kisa sub Parish. The builders are beginning to plaster 

the outside wall of the building.

The desks and 
the chairs 
have been 
made and are 
ready to be 
transported to 
the Mpuguso 
Kindergarten 
at Kisa sub 
Parish.

2011 CALENDARS

 More Thank You’s 
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2011 FOT Membership ~  New/Renewal Membership Form
Please print and return this with your check to:

Friends of Tanzania, P.O. Box 9123, Arlington VA 22219-1123

check one:      ___ new member    ___ renewal
Name:_____________________________________________________________________ Date:____________________________

Name in Tanzania (if different): ________________________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City:_ _______________________________________________________________ 	 State: _ _____	 Zip Code_________________

Telephone # (home)_______________________________________ 	 (work)____________________________________________

Email:______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Service/experience in Tanzania: 
____ 	Peace Corps	  _____ 	Teachers for East Africa       ___Visitor, 	 Other:___________________________________________

Place of work: ______________________________________________	 When:___________________________________________

	 Complete as appropriate:	 FOT Dues ($15 regular; $5 student)	 _______________________		

		  Contribution for development projects	 _______________________                                              

		  Order # _____ Peace Corps 2011 Calendars at $15 @	 _______________________

		 (For RPCVs) National Peace Corps Assoc. Dues (optional $35)_____________________	

		  TOTAL	 _______________________

FOT Projects are funded with contributions from members. Please be as generous as possible. Every dollar of your contribution goes to projects 
in Tanzania. FOT’s membership year runs from January to December. See our privacy policy at www.FOTanzania.org. FOT is a 501c3 charitable 
organization; your contributions, including FOT dues, are tax deductible. NPCA dues are not tax deductible.

Pa s s a g e s
The Honourable Rashidi Mfaume Kawawa passed away on December 31, 2009 at the age of 83 in Dar es Salaam. 
Mzee Kawawa was an important figure in the independence movement in Tanzania during the late 1950’s and led and 
founded several important labor federations. In 1962 Mzee Kawawa served as Prime Minister of Tanzania when Julius 
Nyerere briefly stepped down from that position. In 1964, Mzee Kawawa became Second Vice President of Tanzania and 
served as President Nyerere’s principal assistant for mainland affairs and as leader of the National Assembly. In later years he 
was an active member of CCM serving as its General Secretary. Announcing his death, President Kikwete called for seven 
days of mourning and declared that Tanzania had lost a great son who sacrificed a lot for the liberation and development of 
his nation. 

Helene Kadane passed away earlier this year at the age of 96. She and her husband, David, joined the Peace Corps 
in 1964 when they were already in their fifties and had raised a family and had successful careers. They served in Dar es 
Salaam from 1964 to 1966. Helene worked in nutrition using her chemistry background to work on fortifying bread. David, 
an attorney, worked with the Tanzanian government revising the Tanzanian legal system. After David died in 1991, Helene 
continued to live on Long Island in New York and to be active for many years doing volunteer work with the Returned Peace 
Corps Volunteers of Long Island. She was also a loyal member of FOT until her passing. 

David Brush passed away on July 22, 2010 at the age of 71. Dave built bridges in the Shinyanga Region with the Peace 
Corps from 1964 to 1966. After his Peace Corps service and three years in the Navy off Vietnam, Dave did graduate work in 
early childhood education. In his work in education in Gainesville, Florida, Dave was proudest of establishing and becoming 
the first director of a day care center for students at the University of Florida called “baby gators.” After retirement, he 
devoted his time to Friends of the Library in Gainesville and was known as a giving man always lending a helping hand. 

Larry Harris passed away on August 15, 2010 at the age of 68. With a degree in Fish and Wildlife Management, Larry’s 
Peace Corps assignment in the mid- 60’s was to help develop the Mkomazi Game Reserve, which lies north of the Pare 
and the Usambara Mountains and abuts the Tsavo West National Park in Kenya After returning to the US, Larry received 
a Ph.D in Wildlife Ecology and taught at the University of Florida for 27 years. He was a widely recognized expert on 
landscape fragmentation and wildlife corridors and conducted field research throughout Florida and the Everglades as well 
as in Tanzania.
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See this newsletter in color on our website, www.FOTanzania.org

FOT relies on your dues and do-
nations to support its development 
projects in Tanzania including the 
most recent projects described on 
page 3. We are now seeking dues 
and donations for our 2011 member-
ship year. Make sure you are up to 
date by checking your mailing label. 
If it has an 11, you are already paid 
through December 2011 and are all 
set for next year. If it has a 10, we 
would welcome your renewal now or 
early next year. If it has a 9 or less, 
you are really late and need to renew 
right away. Please help us finish up 
this year’s projects and get off to a 
great start on next year’s by making 
a donation in addition to your dues 
and by being as generous as you can. 
Our membership/renewal form is on 
page 7. Asante sana. 

New Tanzanian Ambassador,
Mrs. Mwanaidi Maajar,
Takes Post in Washington
The new Tanzanian Ambassador to the United States, Mrs. Mwanaidi 
Maajar, presented her credentials to President Barack Obama at the 
White House in September and became the first woman diplomat to 
represent Tanzania in the US since the two countries developed bilateral 
relations nearly fifty years ago. Ambassador Maajar was transferred from 
Tanzania’s High Commission in London to Washington DC to take over 
from Ambassador Ombeni Sefue who is now Tanzania Representative at 
the United Nations in New York.
	 Prior to her appointment to London four years ago, Ambassador Maajar 
was a prominent lawyer with REXATTORNEYS firm in Tanzania where 
she made a name as an unrivaled expert in mining law. While in London, 
Ambassador Maajar was ranked among the best diplomats, managing to 
link Tanzania, UK, and other European nations through her office. She 
has also received high praise for her involvement in the activities of 
Tanzanians in the Diaspora. 
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