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FRIENDS OF TANZANIA:
THIRTY YEARS - WHO WOULD HAVE EVER 

GUESSED?

THE BEGINNING

Susan Proctor, Newsletter Co-Editor

Honoring “The Founders”
The Formation Meeting

O
n the afternoon of Sunday, August 4, 1991 in a room at the Academy of Educational 
Development building in Washington DC, an enthusiastic group of about 45 Tanzania lovers 
gathered to seize on an idea floating around for awhile: to discuss the formation of a new 

organization, one that would be devoted to assisting the country where all of them had been either 
born, served, worked, visited, or had some sort of connection. Most were Returned Peace Corps 
Volunteers, but not all. In fact, the organizers on that day, a dozen or so committed and passionate 
Friends of Tanzania future leaders, were clear in their insistence that the proposed group would be 

EDITORS’ NOTE: 

TWO THOUSAND TWENTY ONE IS A SPECIAL YEAR!! IT IS A 30 - 60 YEAR!! 

2021 is the 30th Anniversary of Friends of Tanzania and the 60th Anniversary of The Peace 
Corps. To commemorate these milestones, the newsletter will devote the lion’s share of 

both editions this year to these two organizations, their beginnings, their accomplishments, 
and celebrations planned in their honor. Spring will feature FOT and Fall, The Peace Corps. 

Please enjoy and BE PROUD!!

Co-Editors, Susan Proctor and Allen Tamura

Continued on pg. 2

“We had heard about other ‘Friends of’ groups and they seemed to have a lot of energy 
and desire to give back. I think we determined at that first meeting we would not be 

primarily a social club but be committed to supporting worthwhile projects in Tanzania.” 
Craig Hafner, an FOT Founder, RPCV T III. 1

www.FOTanzania.org

info@FOTanzania.org

Figure 1: Craig Hafner Figure 2: John Hatch Figure 3: Pat Kelley Figure 4: Ron Novak

http://www.FOTanzania.org
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open to anyone who felt a connection to Tanzania, regardless of the nature of their 
service or their country of birth.2  In the prior months, a small number had quietly 
attended a session on “How to Found a ‘Friends of’ Group” offered through the National 
Peace Corps Association.3  Many RPCVs were in town the day before to celebrate the 
Peace Corps’ 25th anniversary. The organizers seized on the opportunity and summoned 
their fellow Tanzania fans back the next day for some serious discussion of a whole new 
movement.4 This dedicated group came to be known as “The Founders.”
Leaders had already emerged. Four people stepped forward that summer Sunday to 
convene the assembly. The Tanganyika III RPCVs, the first group of Peace Corps teachers 
in-country, were well represented. Craig Hafner was a T III teacher stationed near Tukuyu 
in the southern Highlands and his co-convener, John Hatch, also a T IIIer, had been a 
teacher in Shinyanga between Tabora and Mwanza. The T IIIs were specially requested 
by President Julius Nyerere, himself a teacher, whose commitment to universal educa-
tion in early Tanganyika is legendary and is credited by many for the peaceful develop-
ment of the country. The third convener was Pat Kelley, Craig’s wife, a British nurse who 
worked at Mneru Hospital near Nachingwea. Rounding out the quartet was Ron Novak, 
a T VI RPCV teacher stationed in Bukumbi south of Mwanza (Figures 1-4  Previous Page.)

Seated among the eager group in the “audience” that day were a handful of the 
remainder of the equally-committed organizers, all strategic to the inaugural effort. 
Paula Hillery, Ron Novak’s wife, took minutes and Marolyn Hatch, John’s wife collected 
donations. Jean Savage and Anita Johnson, two more T III teachers, who had been in 
Rutenganio south of Tukuyu, Lynn Heichler Kneedler and Pamela Ellison, both T IX 
RPCVs, and Susan Eisendrath, Elizabeth Platt, and Jim Lassiter, group affiliations 
unknown, rounded out the core group. Other founders recalled feeling the excite-
ment and intensity of purpose that day. They sensed this was no ordinary 
undertaking.5 

Much was accomplished at that historic “Formation Meeting.” A threefold organiza-
tional purpose was roughly crafted which later became: • the identification and 
support of worthy projects in Tanzania; • the collection and dissemination of informa-
tion on the life, culture and development of Tanzania; and • the bringing together of 
people interested in supporting Tanzania.6 The group also approved draft plans for a 
Board of Directors with a committee structure; some of the founders volunteered for 
a subsequent role. Someone passed the proverbial hat and $250.00 was collected to 
support WAMATA, an AIDS support program for women in Kagera7 which became 
FOT’s first project in 1991. The second, a HIV/AIDS support program for patients in a 
homecare setting in Rubya, Lake Region, followed shortly thereafter in 1992.8 9 Plans 
to launch a general donation campaign were also made. 

Things Moved Quickly

A 
month or so later, eleven of the founders met to form a fledging Board of Directors 
with John Hatch and Ron Novak as Co-Presidents; Lynn Kneedler, Secretary; Pat 
Kelley, Treasurer; Craig Hafner, Projects Chair; Jean Savage, Legal; Pam Ellison 

and Paula Hillery, Newsletter; Susan Eisendrath, Projects Committee; and Jim Lassiter, 
Information.  Also assisting, Anita Johnson. These individuals constituted “The Founding 
Board” of FOT. 
John Hatch noted: “Jean Savage stepping in to handle pro bono legal work took a worry 

off.”11  Jean herself added, “Early on we decided to apply for 501(c)(3) [non profit] status. I made the application and handled the paper-
work throughout the process.”12 The Board held competitions to name the FOT newsletter (winner, Mbegu za Urafiki)  and to create a 
logo. Susan Eisendrath designed the first logo.13 14 By the end of the year, FOT had 45 members.15 By February, of 1992, Articles of 
Incorporation were filed and approved16 and a committee structure established. By laws were under development.17

Continued on pg. 3Figure 5. FOT Presidents 1992-2021
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Thirty Years of FOT Presidents 

YEAR(S) NAME(S) YEAR(S) NAME(S) YEAR(S) NAME(S) 

1992 John Hatch & Ron Novak 1999-2001 Jerome Kassembe 2015 John Hatch 

1993 Lynn Kneedler 2002-2004 Candy Warner 2016 Sue Green 

1994 Susan Eisendrath 2005 Malcolm Morris 2017 Allison Eriksen  

1995 Pam Ellison 2006-2009 Candy Warner  & Candy Warner 

1996 Steve Cashin 2010-2012 Pat Kelley 2018 Allison Eriksen 

1997 Roger Mann 2013 Lynn Kneedler 2019 Ross McKim 

1998 Dick McGarr 2014 Candy Warner 2020-2021 Allison Eriksen 

http://www.FOTanzania.org
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Money and Projects
in the Early Days

A dues structure was soon set up and the 
first newsletter in 1992 made an appeal for 
donations. “Early board members still had 
contacts in Tanzania and we spread the 
word that we were looking for potential 
projects”18 “Word of mouth spread 
quickly.”19 Early projects were funded as 
they are today, through donations to FOT.20 
“We slowly developed an FOT project 
proposal application and criteria. The FOT 
Board voted and approved each project.”21

Thirty Years of Commitment
and Purpose

T
he success of FOT has been breath-
taking. Sustaining a volunteer 
endeavor for this many years required 

highly engaged people whose commit-
ment to Tanzania was unwavering. FOT’s 
first purpose, The identification and support 
of worthy projects in Tanzania, has been the 
organization’s driving force for three 
decades. To locate, vet, and fund worth-
while and appropriate ventures in Tanzania 
required good stewardship, sound fiscal 
management, and accountability to the 
membership and donors. It is a testimony 
to the goodness of the Tanzanians, the 
nobleness of purpose, the wisdom of our 
leaders, and the generosity of our donors 
that FOT continues today as it does. 

Growing Leadership

O
ver thirty years, there have been 
many Board members and Board 
assistants, too many to mention. 

However, the Presidents do deserve 
special mention, because theirs is a singu-
larly challenging role (Figure 5, p.2).

Other Notables 

S
pecial acknowledgment needs to be 
made to a handful of other persons 
who have gone above and beyond on 

behalf of FOT. Candy Lamb Warner and 
her husband, Dennis Warner, have been 
the face of FOT for much of its existence. 
Candy was another T III and Dennis a T V 
civil engineer. The Warners have devoted 
themselves to FOT for the past two 
decades. An archive that Candy has 
assembled is invaluable to the history of 
the organization as are her memory and 
connections. Both Dennis and Candy 
continue to this day serving FOT (see 
Board Roster, p.2). Susan Rabineau led the 
Projects’ Committee for years and kept a 
running tabulation of project data, 
updating it annually and maintaining a 
record of the amount of grants per project. 
She further tracked the varying geographic 
locations of projects. She was the first to 
present project data visually in graphic 
form and her work is the basis from which 
the graphics for this article were drawn.22  
John Ratigan, RPCV T VII, has served the 
organization for years as bank depositor 
and mail monitor. He is steadfast in his 

service. Finally, Tanzanian Dr. Mwamoyo 
Hamza, a former Board member and 
newsletter editor brought much to the 
organization and continues as chief of the 
Swahili Division of Voice of America.23 
"Jamaani, asanteni sana kwa msaada 
wenu katika miaka yote hii."

PROJECTS – THE HEART
OF FOT

Allan Tamura, Newsletter Co-Editor

A Look at 30 Years of Projects
The Goodness of Our Donors

Projects cannot be funded without 
contributions. Over 30 years, dona-
tions of varying amounts have been 

made with some individuals making 
recurring contributions. Donations are of 
two kinds: 1) monies contributed to FOT’s 
General Fund wherein the donor trusts 
the Board of Directors to use the funds as 
needed, and 2) Member-Designated 
donations wherein a donor specifically 
earmarks or directs their contribution. 
General Fund donations were the 
singular option for a donor until the early 
2000s. In 2001, FOT introduced the 
Member Dedicated Project Fund (MDPF) 
that distributed funds from RPCVs or 
others to specific programs, customarily 
schools where the donor had been a 
resident instructor. Student scholarships 
and student aid programs were set-up, 
and in some instances, classroom 

Figure 6. History of Donations to the General and Member-Designated Funds Continued on pg. 4
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equipment and construction materials 
for school building programs were 
prescribed. The MDPF program 
continues thanks to the dedicated 
support of the RPCVs  and others. 

Donations through the years are summa-
rized in Figure 6, p.3.
NOTE: [Visuals, Figs. 6 (previous page), 7, & 
8 which follow are the work of Clayton Batko, 
RPCV Tz, 2016-2019. Thank you Clay!]

Choosing Projects for Funding

E
arly projects were local requests with 
limited scope, such as the purchase 
of equipment and supplies for startup 

businesses or local school needs, building 

Figure 7. Summary of Grant Distributions from the General Fund

Figure 8. Summary of Grant Distributions from the Member-Designated Fund

Continued on pg. 7
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L
ady Corona and her progeny did not stop FOT from holding its annual Winter Party this 
year. With the help of Zoom and considerable behind the scenes efforts from Board 
members and others in the Washington DC area, at least seventy-five FOT members and 

others, located remotely around the country and the world, participated in a packed two-hour 
program filled with organizational history, addresses by dignitaries, a projects update, stories 

from evacuated PCVs, awards, and videos with a background of Tanzanian music. 
Jackline Kamazima and Clay Batko shared the MC’ing and outlined the afternoon’s proceedings. Founding member John Hatch 

welcomed the group and gave an impressive history of FOT and its partnerships. He noted the 1991 FOT “Formation Meeting” had been held 
in a building next door to the present day Tanzanian Embassy. Carol Spahn, Acting Director of the Peace Corps, honored us by recognizing 
Tanganyika among the earliest of Peace Corps missions. Her candid discussion of the PCV excavation decision and its impacts, as well as the 
commitment of the PC to resume placing volunteers as soon as is safe, were frank and refreshing. Chris Biles produced an impressive video 
about FOT, with Tanzanian music. FOT President Allison Eriksen recapped some of FOTs many accomplishments, highlighted recent 
organizational changes, and outlined plans for future undertakings. 
Projects’ Committee chair, Lindsay Saber, brought the group up to 
date on the status of in-country development projects, the heart of 
FOT. The National Peace Corps Association’s CEO Glenn Blumhorst 
gave a compelling overview of NPCA’s accomplishments and goals, 
especially with regard to the aid they rendered to the 7000+ PCVs 
who were evacuated due to COVID. He also announced the intended 
construction of a commemorative building, “A Peace Corps Place,” 
close to the National Mall in Washington, DC, which will house a 
museum, offices, and café space. Five evacuees told their stories of a 
forced rapid exodus, Katherine Patterson, Melissa Mattwig, Mark 
Rayos, Lindsay Saber, and Tracy Gates. All espoused the upsetting 
nature of their abrupt departure on their work and relationships. 
Finally, FOT presented several awards: Board Member of the Year, 
Robert “Bob” Goodsell; Lifetime Achievement Award, husband and 
wife couple Craig Hafner and Pat Kelley; Rising Star Award, Christine 
“Chris” Biles; Tanzania Champion Award, Linda Hines of the Songea 
Kids organization; and the Unsung Hero Award, Jennifer Kron. 
The program closed with participants placed in virtual 
“breakout rooms” for discussion of challenges facing FOT. 
The only thing missing was the taste of delicious Tanzanian 
food. The success of the virutal Winter Party will be used 
as a model for programs being planned for the 30th 
Anniversary celebration.

The 2021 “Virtual” Winter Party
Susan Proctor, Newsletter Co-Editor

VIRT UAL WIN TER PARTY AGENDA
2021

• Welcome & Housekeeping
• History of FOT

• Acting Peace Corps Director Remarks
• Video: About FOT

• FOT President’s Report
• Presentation of New Board & Officers

• FOT Projects Report

––– INTERMISSION  –––

• Evacuated Volunteers Panel Discussion
     • Natl. Peace Corps Assoc. CEO Remarks

• FOT Awards Ceremony 
• Closing Remarks

• Breakout Rooms Sip & Chat Socializing
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THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY PLANNING:
WHAT WE’RE CONSIDERING

Clay Batko, Chair, 30th Anniversary Planning Committee, and Susan Proctor, Newsletter Co-Editor

A committee of FOT Board members is meeting bi-weekly to plan events deserving of the 30th Anniversary of Friends of 
Tanzania. Celebrations are being coordinated with those being held by the National Peace Corps Association honoring the 

60th Anniversary of the Peace Corps.

Friends of Tanzania
• We welcome your ideas about activities or events!

Any interest in helping Friends of Tanzania celebrate its 30th anniversary? Email info@fotanzania.org if you would like to donate 
your time or have an idea for our 30th Anniversary Celebration in September 2021! The goal of this virtual event is to celebrate our 

love and appreciation for Tanzania, 30 years of FOT, and 60 years of Peace Corps. Interested? Contact us today!

• Saturday, September 18, 2021, a “main” event:
• Under discussion: prominent speakers, a presentation by an African scholar; a “Founders” panel; a projects’ update; input from 
notable Tanzanians; input from country directors or other Peace Corps Tanzania staff; “breakout rooms” for remote attendees to 

engage in directed discussions; and Tanzanian music.

• In the weeks leading up to September 18:
 • Under discussion: on-line activities such as Zoom meetings for RPCVs and others by decade of service; an FOT-focused legacy 

giving/estate planning session; an educational speaker series commencing in late summer; a children’s event; and a new FOT logo 
challenge, exploring ideas for a new organizational logo.

Virtual meetings are open to anyone regardless of organizational affiliation, i.e., Peace Corps, TEA, Tanzania diaspora, American 
Friends, mission service, diplomatic corps, or just visitors.

Peace Corps
• Friday and Saturday, September 24 and 25, 2021:

Virtual activities will be held over two days to celebrate the Peace Corps' 60th anniversary. More on the FOT and NPCA websites.

ABOVE: Forty+ of the approximately 75 attendees at the annual “Winter Party”,
hosted traditionally in the Washington DC area by Friends of Tanzania, this year Zoomed as a virtual event on January 30.  

Winter Party, con't.

mailto:info%40fotanzania.org?subject=3oth%20Anniversary%20Celebration
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PERSONAL REMARKS

As Co-Editors, it might be said that it is inappropriate for us to comment on how we think and feel about this organization. 
We were both invited to join the Board in 2017. We can say unequivocally, that embarking upon our 5th year as Editors, we 

feel great pride in FOT, its accomplishments, and regard it a genuine honor to serve. This, Ladies and Gentlemen, is a 
worthy, noble group of people dedicated to the best for humanity.                     SP & AT

 “30 For 30” Campaign
Because of the significant anniversary milestone arrived at by Friends of Tanzania, the Board of Directors has undertaken a “30 for 30” 

campaign wherein a goal has been established to raise $30,000 during 2021 - $1,000 for each of the 30 years of FOT longevity. Donations 
will be matched dollar for dollar to the first $12,000, thanks to a generous member. Donations may be made through the FOT website, 

www.FOTanzania.org, or via mail to 
Friends of Tanzania, P.O. Box 9123, Arlington, VA 22219-1123. Donations may be made for a variety of purposes. See website for information 
on donation options and how to donate. All donations are tax deductible as FOT is a 501c3 organization. Please consider helping us reach 

our goal. Asante sana! 

Mother Teresa said…  
“I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone to create many ripples.”

Tanzanian Leadership Change
RIP President John Pombe Magufuli, 1961 - 2021;

Congratulations to Mama Samia Suluhu Hassan, Tanzania's 6th President and first female head-of-state!
Friends  of Tanzania extends its condolences to the family of former President Magufuli, the government, and the people of Tazania 

upon their loss and welcomes newly inaugurated President Hassan, wishing her great success in her new role.

materials for small construction projects, farming supplies for subsis-
tence farmers, or micro-loans for small start-up businesses. Over 
time, local communities started developing projects with a sustain-
able element that benefited a wider community. Projects that were 
selected for funding were based on FOT’s mission and core values: 
In collaboration with Tanzanians, to identify and fund worthy 
development projects in community development, education, 
public health, and the environment within Tanzania that will posi-
tively impact the lives of underserved Tanzanians in a manner 
consistent with the culture and values of those communities.

FOT Mission Statement
By supporting worthy development projects in Tanzania, we will main-
tain and foster friendships and share knowledge to improve the lives 
of the residents of underserved and underprivileged communities.

FOT Vision Statement24 

How Funds Are Distributed

T
he variety of projects that received grants represent five 
project areas, according to a published listing of projects. 
FOT has distributed grants through 2020 amounting to over 

$840,000!! This equates to approximately $28,000 per year, a 
titanic achievement for a small volunteer group. These funds 
were distributed as follows: Education, 51% of all grants; 
Community Development, 18%; Health and Public Health which 
includes Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH), 17%; Animal 
Husbandry, 8%; and Agriculture, 6%. Distributions were made 
from the two funds previously described, the General Assistance 
Fund, over $502,000 (Figure 7, p.4), and the Member-Designated 
Project Fund (MDPF), over $338,000 (Figure 8, p.4).25

Funding and Managing in the Digital Age

T
he Executive Board in 2018 decided to revise the project 
selection and funding models to meet the complexities of 
working independently in an economically growing 

Tanzania. It became apparent the lack of a local presence 
in-country had significant disadvantages in managing projects 
and in distributing funds. A plan was implemented to work in 
collaboration with NGOs with an established presence in-country. 
The purpose of the collaboration ensured better project manage-
ment by: 1) having a person onsite to manage the project 
according to the business plan; 2)  directing grants to an estab-
lished NGO bank for distribution directly to the program 
managers; 3) using social media to communicate directly with 
program managers; and 4) importantly, allowing the volunteer 
Project Committee time to efficiently access projects.   

Where Are We Now?
The “30 For 30” Campaign

FOT would like to keep going another 30 years. New members 
are joining, hearing of the organization by word of mouth. 
Others are finding newly-revamped FOT website (www.

fotanzania.org) of sufficient interest that they join, donate, or 
both, while still others are being recruited through organizational 
outreach efforts. In honor of the 30th anniversary of FOT, the 
Board has established a “30 For 30” fund, an effort to raise 
$30,000 by the end of our anniversary year, all of which would go 
to fund new and ongoing projects in Tanzania. A yellow donate 
button is on the homepage of the website.26

SOURCES 
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10 Hafner, ibid #1

11 Hatch, ibid #4

12 Savage, Jean (2021). Personal communication, March 5.
13 FOT, ibid #7

14 Kneedler, Lynn (2021). Personal communication, Feb. 23.
15 Hatch, John (2021). Recap of the history of FOT. Presented at the 
Winter Party celebration (virtual), Jan. 30, Wash. DC.
16 Articles of Incorporation, Friends of Tanzania/Marafiki wa 
Tanzania, Feb.20, 1992, courtesy of Robert Goodsell (2021), Mar. 1.

17 FOT, ibid #7

18 Hafner, ibid #1

19 Hatch, ibid #4

20 Hatch, ibid #4  
21 Hafner, ibid #1

22 Tamura, ibid #9

23 Hafner, ibid #8

24 FOT, ibid #6

25 Tamura, Allen (2021). Personal communication, March 6. 
26 FOT, (2021). www.fotanzania.org “Home.”

http://www.FOTanzania.org
http://www.fotanzania.org
http://www.fotanzania.org


8

Projects’ Committee Report Spring 2021
Lindsay Saber, Projects’ Committee Chair

with editing by Allen Tamura, Newsletter Co-Editor

Proposed Jiamini Nangwanda Girls’ Dormitory, Mtwara Region (described at le�.) �is 
project is supported in part with FOT grants and will begin construction in 2021. 

LATE 2020 GENERAL FUNDED PROJECTS IN LATE 2020 
$3,920- Literacy Classes and College Pathway Program 2020-2021, 
Jiamini - Mtwara. FOT decided to renew its commitment to funding this 
project after a successful two years of improved literacy rates. Our funds 
allowed for Jiamini to hire recent Form 4 graduates to teach daily literacy 
classes at various primary schools. This improved literacy and provided 
funds for the graduates to use for their university studies. There will be a 
total of three recent graduates hired to perform these literacy classes at 
six primary schools in Newala. Overall, 240 students and six graduate 
tutors will benefit from this tutoring program. 
$6,393.85- Idetemya Secondary School Library and Computer Lab 
Hybrid Facility, Africa School Assistance Project - Mwanza. The overall 
goal of this project proposed by Africa School Assistance Project was to 
convert an unused building at Idetemya Secondary School into a library 
and computer laboratory. FOT provided funds to improve the building, 
furnish the facility with tables and chairs, and provide technology for 
student use. There are three tables with 18 chairs for the library potion and 
six tables with 36 chairs for the computers. The technology itself includes 
one projector, 36 desktop computers, 36 headphones, one RACHEL 
library, computer training, and a year of tech support from Affordable 
Computers and Technology for Tanzania. There are 959 students and 
teachers that this project will benefit. 
$6,310- Girls Latrine Installation at Mkutani School, Engineers Without 
Borders - Dodoma. This project proposed by Engineers Without Borders, 
the Boston Professional Chapter (EWB Boston) was initially reviewed and 
accepted by FOT early in 2020, but because of COVID, was finally funded 
in the last quarter of the year. EWB Boston will use our funds for latrine 
construction at Mkutani Primary School in Mkutani Village, Kongwa 
District, Dodoma Region. Their plans include 12 stalls, each with a pit 
latrine with ceramic pans and locking doors, along with a separate area for 
cleaning of sanitary products, all dedicated to female students. FOT funds 
will go directly towards construction materials while 5% of the project cost 
and labor will come from the community. This project was funded but is 
not yet completed, with an approximate impact of 328 female students. 

FOT MEMBER-FUNDED PROJECTS IN LATE 2020
$5,500- Lutengano Scholarship- Mbeya. The Lutengano project has been 
supported by FOT for 11 years. During that period, the project has 
provided over 100 scholarships to support girls who have graduated from 
Lutengano primary school and have entered secondary boarding schools. 
In addition to addressing financial need, the girls must have achieved 
good grades and have participated in citizenship activities. Over time, 
many have gone on to complete higher education degree programs. 

GENERAL FUNDED PROJECTS TO DATE IN 2021
$4,198- Nangwanda Girls Dormitory- Mtwara. Jiamini has worked 
closely with the Nangwanda Secondary School to construct much-
needed dormitories to house more boarding students. Two dormitory 
structures will house 40 girls each, for a total of 80 more boarding spots 
for students who need the accommodations. FOT’s contribution is 
going toward phase II of the project, while the first phase was funded by 
Tanzania Development Trust (TDT). This opportunity is being used as a 
pilot for a future partnership between FOT and TDT. There will be 

approximately 80 female student beneficiaries every year, for 
many years to come. (photo to Right)

PROGRESS ON SCHOOL DESKS

NANGWANDA PLANS

Uzambara primary school students sitting at their new desks (funded Fall, 2019.)

Construction of desks for the Uzambara Primary School, Kihurio Village,
Kihurio District, Kilimanjaro Region (funded Fall 2019.)
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Allison Eriksen, President

E
arly last year, the Friends of Tanzania Board was all together 
in DC, planning for what we hoped Friends of Tanzania 
would look like and be accomplishing in 2025. Despite the 

setbacks of the last year, and losses we have all experienced, I 
am proud of what we have accomplished during these trying 
times.
Even though we couldn’t hold the gatherings and happy hours 
we had hoped to host, we’ve gotten by with Zoom meetings 
and worked to bring the evacuated Peace Corps volunteers 
into the FOT family. In the last year, most importantly, we 
worked with our project partners to disseminate accurate 
COVID-19 information in Tanzania; as importantly, we approved 
FOT funding for several new projects to improve hygiene and 
education in rural communities; we started offering free online 
Swahili classes; we updated our website and membership list 
to a new platform; we are working to develop stronger rela-
tionships with our partners like the National Peace Corps 
Association and the Britain Tanzania Society; and we hosted 
our first ever worldwide Zoom Winter Party.  
If there is anything that Friends of Tanzania can say for itself, it is that we, as an organization, are accustomed to working under 
less than ideal conditions and to use the resources available to us, limited though they may be. I am excited to see our “30 for 
30” campaign underway to celebrate our 30th anniversary. Our Projects Committee is working hard and collaborating with our 
project partners in Tanzania to line up more impactful and larger projects to be funded when the campaign is completed. I 
hope our returned Peace Corps members will join us virtually for our anniversary events to coincide with the 30th FOT anniver-
sary on September 18 and with the 60th anniversary of the Peace Corps on September 24th and 25th. More details on those 
events will be shared by email and posted on our website as they take shape.
I know I said this at the Winter Party, but I feel it bears repeating. I am grateful to all who have supported us in this trying year 
and in the 30 years past, whether as a board member, donor, volunteer, serving on the projects committee, or just attending 
our gatherings and enjoying time with other members. Our members are the heart and soul of FOT, and I hope to see you all 
again to celebrate soon. AE

FOT is pleased and proud to welcome five new Board Members and a new Board Assistant to the leadership of the organization! 
New Board Members

At the Jan. 18 meeting of the Board of Directors, the following new Board members were elected:   
• Shamis Abdulla is a Zanzibari Tanzanian who has been in the US since 1998. He is a graphic design specialist and the founder of the Zanzibar Diaspora 
Association  (ZADIA). Shamis agreed to accept a one year Board appointment; • Clayton”Clay” Batko, RPCV Tz, 2016-2019, is a graphic art specialist, and 
currently a program analyst at the US Environmental Protection Agency. He is responsible for the magnificent graphics in this edition; • Christine “Chris” 
Biles, RPCV Tz, 2015-2018, is currently an International Program Specialist with the US Dept. of Agriculture. She is also a media specialist who contributed 
substantially to the new website development and has produced videos for FOT; • Jennifer Kron, a former Board member and long time FOT Membership 
Coordinator, is currently a Senior Information Officer and Information Technology Advisor to the Allied System for Geospatial Intelligence. She was instru-
mental in the migration of FOT’s existing database to the new website; and • Dr. Lawrence Mbogoni is a Professor of Africana World Studies at William 
Paterson University in Wayne, NJ. He is currently at work on a book about the history of the Peace Corps in Tanzania. Dr. Mbogoni accepted a one year Board 
appointment. 

New Board Assistants

• Maureen Ndoto, a Tanzanian and former FOT Board member, is currently Manager of Member Engagement at the Association of Governing Boards of 
Universities and Colleges, Washington, DC. She joins the Board leadership as our Media Coordinator.

Retiring Board Members or Board Assistants

We gratefully thank four former Board members and a Board Assistant for their collective years of service to FOT: Jennifer Dellegrazio’s term was 
completed and she chose not to run for reelection. Her commitment to FOT never waivered; Sue Fennel, long serving Board member has chosen to 
resign from her Board post a year ahead of time after literally years of service. She was extraordinary and will be impossible to replace; Tom Katus and 
Bruce Pelz both “termed out” as Board Members. Tom served FOT with enthusiasm and commitment for decades. He will be missed. Bruce has been 
invaluable as an in-country Board member and contact. Both will continue on the Projects’ Committee. Lastly, in a Board Assistant role, we thank 
Jackline Kamazima for her time as a Projects’ Committee Member and for many other contributions. 

President’s Report
2020 Income  
• Dues $4,200
• Donations to General Fund Projects $20,027
• Donations to Member-Sponsored Projects  $5,500
• Calendar Sales $330
• Other $476
Total Income 2020  $30,553

2020 Expenditures
• General Fund Project Funding $31,734
• Member-Sponsored Project Funding $5,500
• Newsletter and Website $4,034
• Bookkeeping and CPA $1,101
• Other Administrative Costs $1,275
Total Expenses 2020 $43,644

Net Income 2020 $ -13,091

Total Assets 2020

• Bank Account: $16,032 + 
• Calvert CDs $25,453 = $41, 485

TREASURER’S REPORT 2020
Candy Warner, Treasurer

WELCOMES AND THANK YOUSWELCOMES AND THANK YOUS

NEW AND OUTGOING NEW AND OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS AND BOARD ASSISTANTSBOARD MEMBERS AND BOARD ASSISTANTS
Susan Proctor, Newsletter Co-Editor
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 FOT’s Tinga Tinga art sign.

RPCVs: To give yourself a moment of personal pride, get on the National Peace Corps 
Association’s website

http://www.facebook.com/PeaceCorpsConnect.
You will find a 1 min. 7 sec. video with some fine
ukulele strumming and witness some thoughts

about yourself, and what you achieved.

• we are a force for GOOD • we are a thriving COMMUNITY
• we are ADVOCATES for the Peace Corps • we are agents for CHANGE

A MOMENT OF PRIDE

SAVE THESE DATES!!

This year is indeed the 60th anniversary of 
the US Peace Corps. We will cover it 
extensively in the Fall edition of this 

newsletter. Announced recently by CEO 
Glenn Blumhorst, the National Peace 
Corps Association (NPCA) is planning 

virtual events for September 24 and 25.

LOOKING FOR MEMBERSHIP/
DONATION FORM?

Due to the length of this anniversary edition, 
we did not publish the New Member, 
Membership Renewal, and Donation Form 
and our usual column, All About Donations. 
Both may be found on the FOT website 
www.fotanazia.org.

SEPTEMBER 24 & 25
Peace Corps Virtual Celebration

(details forthcoming on FOT or NPCA websites)

SEPTEMBER 18, 2021
FOT Virtual Celebration - Main Event (see p.6)

(details forthcoming on FOT website)

Susan Proctor, Newsletter Co-Editor
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